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AGENDA ITEM 26

Consider approving professional services agreement with ACI Consulting,

Moved: Commissioner Boatright
Seconded: Commissioner Limmer
Motion: To approve professional services agreement with ACI Consulting.
Vote: 4 -0
< Attachment >

consulting

WORK AUTHORIZATION NO.3

THIS WORK AUTHORIZATION is made pursuant to the terms and conditions of the
Agreement, entered into by and between Williamson County Karst Foundation (“Client”

or the “Foundation™), and aci consulting (aci) (“Consultant™),

Part 1.
The Consultant will provide the following environmental services:

Assisting the Foundation in the development of a Conceptual Regional Habitat
Conservation Plan (“CRHCP”) pursuant to the federal grant the Foundation
recently received for that purpose.

Part 2. The maximum amount payable services under this work authorization without
modification is $97,500.00. A rate schedule used to establish the maximum amount
payable is attached hereto as Exhibit D.

Part 3. Payment to the Consultant for the services established under this Work
Authorization shall be made in accordance with the Agreement.

Part 4. This Work Authorization shall become effective on the date of final acceptance of |
the parties hereto and shall terminate on August 31, 2004, unless extended by a
Supplement Work Authorization.

Part 5. This Work Authorization does not waive the parties’ responsibilities and
obligations provided under the contract.

adi consuiting a division of aci group, LLC
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EXHIBIT D

POSITION [HOURLY RATE |

Principal Ecologist $125.00

Principal Hydrogeologist $125.00

{Professional Engineer [$126.00
enior Consultant [$95.00

Principal Investigator (Archaeology) [$80.00

Project Manager [$75.00

Senior Scientist {$75.00

Senior Geologist 1$75.00

Project Archaeologist 1$65.00

Field Scientist $55.00

GIS Technician [$55.00

Staff Archaeclogist $55.00

Staff Historian $55.00
dministrative $40.00

Distribution of Hours:

Task 1: Develop Conceptual Regional Habitat Conservation Plan

In development of a Conceptual Regional Habltat Conservation Plan (CRHCP) for
Williamson County, aci consulting will conduct the following services:

a.

Determine the environmental analyses necessary for the development of the
regional HCP and establish the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) purpose
and need.

Evaluation and selection of preliminary list of covered species.

Review of records and literature to develop background sections on Covered
Species, including status population, life history requirements, locations, and
existing conservation actions.

Perform preliminary take estimates and preparation of relevant maps, figures, and
exhibits.

Coordination with all relevant agencies, stakeholders, and Foundation consultants.
Preparation of schedules and work plans. Preparation of anticipated schedule for
formal HCP and EIS process after approval of conceptual regional HCP.

Assist in identifying mandatory reviews and consultations with local, state, and
federal agencies.
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Compile initial baseline data for EIS and development and evaluation of

preliminary alternatives.
Draft a conceptual regional HCP _
Meetings, calls, and correspondence related to the above tasks and coordination of

other Foundation consultants.

Estimated monthly fees for the 12-month period in question for performing services listed
above will average $8,125.00 per month. This will equal an annual estimated budget for
the period of September 2003 through August 2004 not to exceed $97,500.00.
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Part 6. This Work Authorization is hereby accepted and acknowledged below.

CONSULTANT: CLIENT:
aci consulting, a division of aci group, LLC Williamson County Karst Foundation
Meis Daolsp By: .
Signature Signature
o ¥
\\A'J.AA Pﬁk.')lﬁ}l John G Deer# er
Printed Name Printed Name
C.o.0, Cachﬁ, dudqa
- Title Title /
a/3/03 11-4-03
Date’ ' Date
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NAME / ADDRESS ESti m ate
Williamson County Conservation Foundation
DATE ESTIMATE NO.
8/26/2003 453
CONTRACT NO. PROJECT PROJECT MAN.
WA#3 3-Coneptual Regional.., Stacy Nipper
DESCRIPTION QTy COsT TOTAL
Develop Conceptual Regional Habitat Conservation Plan
Principal Ecologist - Report/Meetings Prep 300 125.00 37,500.00
Sr. Consultant - Report/Meetings Prep 450 95.00 42.750.00
Project Manager - Map Prep/Meetings/Report Prep 230 75.00 17,250.00
Thank you for conducting business with aci consulting, a division of aci group, LLC. T OT AL

$97,500.00
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SH - 5 hits n ump

: and Wlldhfe Servxce on how, or

Endangered splderllke creature

throws wrench into road project

BY GISELLE GREENWOOD
ALISTIN BUSINESS JOURNAL STAFF

; Ahighway envisioned as a major
.. economic boost for Williamson
County has hit 2 huge roadblock —
and it’s actually a tiny creature.
The Texas Department of

Really bugged

Transportation uncovered twof
caves while constructing State -
Highway 45 North. More critical’

was the inhabitant of the caves, a

blind spiderlike creature called a. .
- project is delayed, TxDOT

- spokesrman John Hurt says. Hurt -

Bone Cave Harvestman. -
As a resident of the U.S.

Endangered Species list, ~the
Harvestman is protected from: '
disturbances such as highway
projects. That has left TxDOT

awaiting word from the U.S. Fish

Page 156

o State Highway 45
Recently discovered
o r)mjL(t the raves are H‘e

I'HUIWWI.UMR.ELHDT_

whetheér, to'proceed 6n SH 45, the .

‘northern - extension” of MoPac |

Expressway.
‘That deesn’t mean the overa]l

says ‘the work ‘has' shifted to
other areas not mhablted by pro—'

‘ tectea creatures

See SH 45, page A34

Martin & Sallnas Publlc Affairs, Inc. - Austin, Texas - 512-328-4055
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Williamson County Sun
October 29, 2003

Salamander seminar set for toda_ly‘.

Government officials and devel-
opers will host a five-hour seminar
today to discuss how to protect the
potentially endangered
Georgetown salamander. _

The day will include a question-
and-answer panel, & round table
luncheon discussion and featured
speakers,

The Georgetown salamander,
Eurycea naufragia, is a two-inch
long amphibian that lives under-
water in a Georgetown cave and

San Gabriel River tributaries.

Land development and quarry-
ing are disrupting the salamander
species population and pollution
is a threat to groundwater and
aquifers in their habitat, aceord-
Ing to scientists.

The workshop is from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Austin Marriott North,
2600 La Frontera Boulevard in
Round Rock. For more informa-
tion visit wwwwilcokarst.org or
call Kalinda Howe at 512-328-4055,

Martin & Salinas Public Affalrs, Inc. - Austin, Texas - 512-328-4055
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Austin American Statesman
Qctober 30, 2003

Plan sought
to protect

Georgetown
salamander

Wl]hamson group collaborates on
stra;tegy in b1d to avoid US rules

By Laura Heinauer : S
MALR[(‘AN—S({‘AT[},MAN "?TAF‘T -

ROUND ROCK Landowner James Hawes and
biologist:Andrew Price don’t exactly see eyetoeye
when it comes to the rare salamanders that might
live on Hawes' property in Georgetown.

Price, a natural resource scientist with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, says the
Georgetown salamander offers. scientists a valu-
able chance to study a new species.

“Tt's about unveiling the fabric of the diversity
of life,” Price said. “Rarely as an evolutionary
biclogist do you have this opportunity.” :

Hawes, who says he’s never seen one: of the

- amphibious critters onhisland, isless impressed.

“I'hear they make good bait,” he said." =

© On Wednesday, the two men and about 100 pol-
iticlans, land developers and scientists gathered
at a conference that organizers hope willlead toa
plan that will protect the potentially endangered
salamander’shabitat while alléwingdevelopment
. within the 66,000 acres the creature.calls home.
The salamander, a related - species to the en-
dangered Barton Springs salamander, is on:the
federal government’s list -of animals. being

See PROTECT, B7

Martin & Salinas Public Affalrs, Ing. - Austin, Texas - 512-328-4055
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Round Rock Leader

October 16, 2003
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Workshop set for salamander discussion

Williamson County resi-
dents, landowmers, develop-
ers, elected officials, local
governments and others will
gather Oct. 29 for a half-day
workshop. This workshop pur-
pose is to help increase aware-
ness of the Georgetown
Salamander — a species that
was recently added to the fed-
eral candidate list of potential
endangered species.

The workshop is being orga-
nized by the Williamson
County Karst Conservation

.Foundation, Texas Parks &
wildiife Department {TP&W)
and the U.S. Department of
Fish & Wildlife Services (FWS).
It is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m., Wednesday.

The meeting will be held at
the Austin North Mazriott in
Round Rock. The workshop is
free to the public, but advance
registration is required and
spaceislimited.

Réglstration is available at

www,wilcokarst. org.

The workshaop is designed to
bring together and educate a
variety of stakeholders about
the issues relating to the
Georgetown Salamander.
Landowners, developers, biol-
ogists, hydrologists, consul-
tants, municipalities, school
districts, state and federal reg-
ulators and others are invited
to attend. Presentation topics
will include the taxonomy of
the salamander, the geology
and hydrology of the area, the
regulatory issues relating to
the species, the potential effect
on land use in Willilamson
County, landowner options,
and to open a dialog between

all interested parties.

- In . October 2001, the
Georgetown Salamander
(Eurycea Naufragla) was

added to the candidate list of
species being proposed for
possible listing as an éndan-

gered species. ]nformatlon for

the listing was submitted by
Dr. David Hils of the
University of Texas who has
done previous research on the
Barton Springs Salamander,
and other potential candidate
species, such as the Jollyville
Salamander and the Saladeo

Salamander.
The Georgetown
Salamander is primarily found

within the watersheds of the
north and south forks of the
San Gabriel River and its up-
stream tributaries. Species are
put on the candidate list pri-
marily to solicit more com-
plete information on the status
of candidate species and
threats to their survival. FWS
biologists rely on a variety of
sources to determine whether
a species may require listing
under the Endangered Species
Act.

This workshop is designed
to disseminate information

that is currently known about’

the species and its habitat, to
hear from a variety of interests
about potential governmental
regulation, as well as potential
conservation efforts that could
result in the species being con-

Martin & Salinas Public Affairs, Inc, - Austin, Texas - 512.328-3055

served.

There will be speakers frorn |
various areas of interest, as
well as a panel discussion with ;
a question and answer session. .
The pubhc workshop is the
first step in a serfes of efforts to
gather information and com-
municate about the species, as .
well as options for voluntary |
conservation and planning |
methods. These methods can

include individual landowner

Candidate
Agreements “with assurances”

(CCA). Another possible way

Conservation |

f

to conserve the species is !
through a regional Habitat

Conservation Plan (HCP).

These efforts are part of an .
overall one-year study to
determine if there is local
interest in forming a Habltat ‘
Conservation Plan. '

The Karst Foundation
recently received a $200,000
FWS and TP&W grant — to be
matched with local funds —to
help fund the HCP study
Conceivably, the Karst .
Foundation might expand to -
cover all endangered species .
in Williamson County under |
one regional habitat plan.
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The Williamson County Sunday Sun
October 26, 2003

Government ofﬁcials and
developers will host a ﬁve—hour
seminar Wednesday to’discuss

how “to protect “the petentlally;’
endangered Georgetown sa]a :

mander. :

The workshop is from gam. to-
1 p.m. at the Austin Marrlott_
North in Round Rcck, and the

purpose also is .to help drawj_
attention to the preservatlon;r

issue.

The day will include a ques-‘

'tion-and-answer panel, a round
table Tuncheon discussion and

“candidate”

means the asseclailon believes
the species is.at-risk of becoming
endangered. L

-.The Georgetown. salamander
Eurycea naufragia, is a _two-mch
long-amphibian that lives undes-
water in a Georgetown, cave and
Sa.n Gabriel River tributaries.

Land development and mining

. Turn to SPECIES, Page 9A

High attendance
| expected at session
Contlnued frcm 1A

are. disruptmg the. salamander__--

species populatlon and pollntion isa

threat to groundwater ‘and aqu1fers ‘

in thelr hahltat according to selen-
tlsts

Cousins ‘of the Georgetown sala-
mander spec1es including the San
Marcos salamander ahd the Barton
Springs salamander, have been list-
ed a]ready as endangered

Some 120 people have signed up
for the workshop and there is room
for1s0.”

hydrologlsts
mumcipahties and state -as well as

_;federal’regulators are expected to '

: Mllburn Homes/ D.R.: Horton and

the Norttiern: Edwaids Aquifer -
‘Resources Councll :

' Round Rec-k. Space is lim1ted 50 reg

Landowners developers agncul- :

Page 162

ister as soon as possible. Box lunch-
es will be served. To register, visit
the Williamson County Karst :
Foundation Web - ‘site. . af
www.wilcokarst.org or call’ Kalmda
Howe at 512-328-4055. : \
Sponsors for the event 1nc1ude the
Williamson County : Karst

- :Foundation, Texas Parks & Wildlife
"Department US. Fish & Wildlife, .
“the City of- Georgetown Del Webb’

Sun - City . Texsas/: Pulte Homes, 3

Martin & Salinas Public Affairg, Inc, - Austin, Texas - 512-328-4055
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American Business Journal

Qctober 17-23, 2003
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Salamander issue sticky

BY GISELLE GREENWOGD
AUSTIN BUSINESS JOURKAL STAFF

The Williamson County busi-
ness community is fretiing a little

amphibian may be on the verge of.

tearing down econornic hopes. .
Business leaders will d1scuss
those fears and how much closer
the amphibian is to altering their
growth plans for thousands of
acres of development and tens of

millions of dollars n mﬁ'astructure

on Oct. 29 from 8 am. to 1 p.m. at

the Austin: North Marriott in’

Round Reck.

The workshop will bring togeth-

er Williamson County residents,
landowners, developers, elected
officials, and local governments to
discuss the most recent findings of
research conducted by Dr. David
Hills of the University of Texas.
The Georgetown Salamander
now may be closer to reaching
endangered speaes status due to

Hills" research and many in the

‘busmess commumty are up in

arms.” .

- Tt w0uld be detnmental to
development if it [the Georgetown
Salamander) becomes listed as an
endangered species,” Williamson
County Commissioner David Hays
says. “It would negatively impact
the amount of land that could be
used for development as well as the

See SALAMANDER, page A43

Martin & Salinas Public Affalrs, Ine. - Austin, Taxas - 512-328-4055
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‘ American Business Journal
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SALAMANDER: Anxious Williamson |
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Gounty to meet on potential impact

From page Al

time it takes to develop that land.”

The salamander would also affect
Williamson County’s road projects, such
as SH 130. County voters have approved
$300 million in road bonds, with repay-
ment of those bonds contingent on expect-
ed growth that would create new tax rev-
enue.

Should the salamander come into the
mix, that growth will be limited, says Alan
Glen, an attorney at Austin-based Smith
Robertson Elliott & Glen LLP which spe-
cializes in environmental law.

“One of the most analogous situations
is what’s been going on with the Barton
Springs Salamander,” Glen says. “It hasn’t
stopped growth and development, but it
has certainly caused lots of disruption.”

Although future projects would
undoubtedly be affected, the 850,000-
square-foot Wolf Ranch retail center in
Georgetown that was proposed by Simon
Property Group Inc., wouldn't be affected
much, says Charlie Crossfield, a partner
with Round Rock-based law firm Sheets &
Crossfield PC who represents
Indianapolis-based Simon.

“I don't think it's a problem just yet. It
won't be listed for a couple of years,”
Crossfield says. “However, Simon is par-
ticipating in the workshop and is con-
cerned.”

Crossfield says the retail project is set to
break ground in January, too soon to be
affected by any findings. However,
Crossfield acknowledges that any future
growth for Simon in that area would certair-
ly consider the salamander and its status,

The Georgetown Salamander is primar-
ily found within the watersheds of the
North and South Forks of the San Gabriel
River and its upstream tributaries. That
expanse of land has several proposals on
the line, including the Wolf Ranch retail
project, as well as the SH 130 toll road.

“If it became listed, more efforts would
have to be made in looking at ways to...
avoid impact on the species,” says Robert
Pine, area director of the U.S, Fish and
Wildlife Service. :

Pine says the USFWS has nothing in its’

possession to warrant listing of the sala-
mander on the endangered species list.
“We're simply trying to do the best
thing for the species,” Pine says. “At the
same time, we're trying to support private

‘efforts as much as possihle,”

Williamson County is hoping to nip the :

problem in the bud by holding the work-
shop discussing the fate of development
should the Georgetown Salamander be
listed as an endangered species.

“Although the species isn't in crisis
right now, you can narrow the alternative
to slow down the decline,” Pine says of the
workshop. “People are in the state of mind
where they're doing the best they can, but
they don’t really have ali the information.”

The meeting on Oct. 29 will attempt to
bring the community up to speed, Pine
adds.

In October 2001, the Georgetown
Salamander was added to the candidate
list of species being proposed as potential
endangered species, The process of listing

-2 species as endangered takes from two to

four years, depending on issues that come
up during a study of the species.

Hills has been conducting research
genetically linking the Georgetown
Salamander and other potential candidate
species, such as the Jollyville Salamander
and the Salado Salamander, to the endan-
gered Barton Springs Salamander,

His findings may move the Georgetown

Salamander closer to the endangered
species list,

The workshop is being held by the
Karst Conservation Foundation, a non-
profit organization that aims to provide
conservation and recovery of cave-
dwelling invertebrates in Williamson
County.

The Karst Foundation received a
$200,000 grant from the USFWS and the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to
fund a habitat conservation plan. This
workshop is the first step in creating a
conservation plan, and the Georgetown
Salamander could conceivably be put
under that plan, says Pine. :

Regardiess, the business community
has felt the impact of an endangered
species before, and a Georgetowh sala-
mander will be no different. This one has
come along at the wrong time in the
wrong place,

“The Williamson County area has been
undergoing rapid growth,” Glen says.
“These salamanders aren't in Very many
locations throughout the state, but they
just happen to be in one area of rapid
gl‘OW‘th." - :

Emall GISELLE GREENWOOD at
(ggreenwood@pizfournals.com) .

Martin & Salinas Public Affairs, Inc., - Austin, Texas - 512-328-4055
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AGENDA ITEM 27

Consider approving letter to the Mayors of Cedar Park, Georgetown, Hutto, I eander, and Taylor regarding the

Clean Air Action Plan.

Moved: Commissioner Boatright
Seconded: Judge Doerfler
Motion: To approve the sending of a letter to the Mayors of Cedar Park, Georgetown, Hutto, Leander, and
Taylor regarding the Clean Air Action Plan.
Vote: 4-0
< Attachment >

November 4, 2003

Mayor

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

I am writing for two reasons: first, to ask your assistance with clean air planning
activities in Williamson County, and second, to invite you and your fleet operators and/or
purchasers to attend an informative workshop about state grant funds for which you may le.
applyingfor.

The five county governments in the Austin/Round Rock Metropolitan Statistical Area
(Austin/RR MSA), along with several of the largest cities in the MSA, are developing a clean air
plan. 1invite you to join in the process. Once implemented, elements of the plan will affect
every person living and working in this region.

As you may know, Williamson County and the City of Round Rock entered into an Early
Action Compact with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in December 2002, As a result, we are
committed to implement a Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) no later than March 2004, The CAAP
will demonstrate how the Austin/RR MSA can comply voluntarily with the federal Clean Air
Act’s new 8-hour Nattonal Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ground-level ozone
through the year 2012. Since 1999, the Austin/RR MSA has violated the 8-hour NAAQS every
year except this one. According to a careful analysis of all available local monitoring data, the
MSA is almost certain to violate the 8-hour standard again next year.

Assuming we meet all deadlines contained in the Early Action Compact for attaining the
8-hour NAAQS, TCEQ and EPA are committed to deferring a nonattainment designation in the
region should a violation occur. This process should save us from costly federal mandates while
bringing Central Texans clean air two years earlier than waiting for EPA’s traditional regulatory
process to take effect.

Besides the obvious public health benefits of cleaner air, avoiding a federal
nonattainment designation has the following economic benefits, as well:

» Protects federal transportation funds, which can be withheld in nonattainment areas;
Decreases costs associated with health care and employee/student absences; and
e Provides a competitive edge for new business recruitment.

In order to develop and implement the CAAP, the 12 local jurisdictions that signed the
Early Action Compact formed the Clean Air Coalition (CAC). The membership of the CAC
includes the County Judge or a Commissioner from Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and
Williamson Counties, and the Mayors of Austin, Bastrop, Elgin, Lockhart, Luling, Round Rock,
and San Marcos. Together we are analyzing emission reduction measures that could effectively




