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AGENDA ITEM 20

Direct filing of the 2003/2004 County Budget with the County Clerk.

Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Motion: To approve the direct filing of the 2003/2004 County Budget with the County Clerk.
Vote: 5-0

AGENDA ITEM 21

Consider authorizing County Auditor to transfer sufficient monies from cash ending balance of fiscal year
2002/2003 to balance County Budget for 2003/2004.

Moved: Commissioner Boatright
Seconded: Commissioner Hays
Motion: To authorize the County Auditor to transfer sufficient monies from cash ending balance of fiscal year
2002/2003 to balance County Budget for 2003/2004.
Vote: 5 - 0

AGENDA ITEM 22

Consider adopting County tax rate.

Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Hays
Motion: To approve a tax rate of$.033581 per $100.00 of taxable value for the purpose of assessing the Farm to
Market and Lateral Road taxes.
Vote: 5-0

Moved: Commissioner Hays
Seconded: Commissioner Limmer
Motion: To approve a tax rate of$.147099 per $100.00 of taxable value for the purpose of debt service.
Vote: 5-0

Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Boatright
Motion: To approve a tax rate of $.30113 per $100.00 of taxable value for the purpose of maintenance and
operations.
Vote: 5-0

< Attachment>
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STATE OF TEXAS * BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS COURT
OF

* WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXASCOUNTY OF WILLIAMSON

THAT ON TIllS THE 26TH day of August, 2003, the Commissioners Court of Williamson County,
Texas met in duly called se ssion at the Courthouse in Georgetown, Texas with the following
members present:

John C. Doerfler, County Judge
Mike Heiligenstein, Commissioner Pct. #1
Greg Boatright, Commissioner Pct. #2
David Hays, Commissioner Pct. #3
Frankie Limmer, Commissioner Pct. #4
Nancy E. Rister, County Clerk

and at said meeting, among other business, the Court did consider the following

ORDER ADOPTING A TAX RATE FOR 2003

WHEREAS, V.T.C.A., Tax Code 26.05 provides that the Williamson County Commissioners
Court shall adopt the tax rates for the current year; and

WHEREAS, The Williamson County Commissioners Court has complied with· all the
requirements set forth in the Property Tax Code; NOW

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that the Williamson County Commissioners Court hereby adopts
the following tax rates:

A tax rate of$.033581 per $100.00 of taxable value for the purpose of assessing the
Farm to Market and Lateral Road taxes;

A tax rate of$.147099 per $100.00 oftaxable value for the purpose of debt service;

A tax rate of$.30113 per $100.00 of taxable value for the purpose of maintenance
and operations;

For a total Ad Valorem tax rate of$.481810per $100.00 taxable value

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the Williamson County Commissioners Court levy taxes in
accordance with the foregoing tax rates and the provisions of the law.



08/26/2003 Page 140

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that if for any reason, the action of the Williamson County
Commissioners Court setting tax rates or levying taxes should be held ineffective by a court of
competent jurisdiction, that this Order shall serve as evidence of the good faith of Williamson
County in attempting to comply with the law in as substantial a fashion as could be done under the
circumstances, and as evidence that the County would have lawfully adopted a tax rate but for
conditions completely beyond control of the County.

THE FOREGOING ORDER was duly moved b~d seconded by CunIU\fI!JIII( !Irqs, and was
then adoptedby a vote of 2- voting for andL voting against. County Judge John Doerfler was
authorized to sign said Order as an ACT and DEED of the Williamson County Commissioners
Court, this 26th day of August, 2003.

f-2(p.03
County Judge

Attest:

E::!::!:.~~E-,-~~~
ter, County Clerk
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AGENDA ITEM 23

Discuss and adopt Records Archive Fee for 200312004 budget year.

Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Motion: To adopt the Record Archive Fee of $5.00 for the 200312004 budget year for the recording and filing of
public documents in the County Clerk's office effective October 1,2003.
Vote: 5-0

< Attachment>

Proposed Fee Increase

For Preservation and Restoration
Of Archived Records

Presented By

Nancy E. Rister, County Clerk

August, 2003
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Executive Summary
The County Clerks office wants to take advantage of new legislation that is designed to
preserve archived records by adding an archive fee to each filed or recorded document.
This fee is to be dedicated to that task. The vast majority of the permanent records in the
County Clerks office are paper based. These records are used on a daily basis by the
public and are vulnerable to loss by theft and wear and tear.

With no cost to the County, these records can be preserved by adding an archive fee to
cover the cost of scanning the paper based documents and preserving the handwritten
ones by encapsulation. In addition, to preserving the documents, the images can be
added to our existing imaging system and improve customer service.

Introduction
Currently, Counties adjacent to international borders have the ability to charge a records
archive fee not to exceed $5.00 for the recording or filing of public documents in county
clerks offices. SB 1731 removes "adjacent to international borders" restriction and
opens the fee to all Texas counties. S.B. 1731 provides for a fee not to exceed $5 to be
imposed for recording or filing public documents in county clerk offices in any county
for the purpose of preserving, restoring, and managing these county records.

County Clerks are currently authorized to collect a records management fee for
maintaining and preserving current documents. In most cases, this fee is not sufficient to
also preserve and restore archived records. This new legislation is designed to target
archived records.

This bill authorizes the Commissioners Court to adopt a records archive fee as part of the
county's annual budget. If the provisions ofSB 1731 are implemented, the county will
experience a revenue gain. This additional revenue will be dedicated to helping county
clerks focus on preserving older records.

The effective date of this Act is September 1, 2003 and expires September I, 2008
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Steps to Implement

Prepare Archive Plan
Commissioner's Court Approval
Public Hearing
Post Notice of Fee in a conspicuous place

Projected Revenue

New legislation is open for interpretation. Court records are currently being reviewed to
determine if those filings fall under SB 1731.

Document Prediction of # Revenue Revenue Revenue Revenue
Type documents filed at $5.00 at $4.00 at $3.00 at $2.00

subject to new
fee based on
2002 filings

Official Public 104,000 $520,000 $416,000 $312,000 $208,000
Records
Civil* 1,200 $6,000 $4,800 $3,600 $2,400
Probate* 600 $3,000 $2,400 $1,800 $1,200
Criminal* 6,000 $30,000 $24,000 $18,000 $12,000

Total 111,800 $559,000 $447,200 $335,400 $223,600

*Court records may not fall under this bill. Interpretation yet to be received.

Archive Plan
Fiscal Year 2003 - 2004

Start scanning approximately 943 deed books, 7 election books, 397 deeds of trust books,
87 Commissioners Court books. Import these images into existing image database to
make images available online. Revenue collected and not expended to the fiscal year will
be carried forward. Many books still need to be encapsulated including birth, death,
marriage, Commissioners Court, elections, etc.

Until we move into the new building and have space for people to work exclusively on
archived records, only the encapsulation process can be done. Each budget year a revised
plan and report of the current progress will be reported.

All books that are scanned will be made available on a personal computer in the public
research area and over the internet. Each book and page will be accessible by book and
page lookup. A laser printer will be available to print instruments and instrument pages
on demand. This will reduce the need for clerks to handle heavy record books to make

wpi~ ~~3
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581731
8(R) SB 1731 - Enrolled version - Bill Text

S.B. No. 1731

AN ACT

relating to fees imposed by certain counties for the preservation,
restoration, and management of certain county records.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Subsection (e), Section 118.011, Local Govermnent Code, as added

by Chapter 794, Acts of the 77th Legislature, Regular Session, 2001, is amended to read
as follows:

(e) The county clerk ofa county [adjacent to an international boundary} shall, if
the commissioners court of the county adopts the fee as part of the county's annual
budget, collect the following fee from any person:

Records Archive Fee
(Sec. 118.025) not more than $5
SECTION 2. The heading to Section 118.025, Local Govermnent

Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 118.025. COUNTY CLERK'S RECORDS ARCHIVE [IN BORDER

COUNTY].
SECTION 3. Subsection (b), Section 118.025, Local

Govermnent Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The commissioners court of a county [that is adjacent to an international

boundary} may adopt a records archive fee under Section 118.011(e) as part of the
county's annual budget. The fee must be set and itemized in the county's budget as part
of the budget preparation process. The fee for "Records Archive" under Section
118.011 (e) is for the preservation and restoration services performed by the county clerk
in connection with maintaining a county clerk's records archive.

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

President of the Senate Speaker of the House
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1731 passed the Senate on May 15, 2003, by the

following vote: Yeas 31, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 1731 passed the House on May 28, 2003, by a non-

record vote.
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Local Government - CHAPTER 118 Page 8 of25

(b) A county clerk may not be compelled to file or record any instrument
or writing authorized or required to be recorded until payment for all
fees has been tendered. This provision does· not apply to papers or
instruments filed or recorded in suits pending in county court.
(c) In this section, "ex officio services" includes services in relation
to roads, bridges, and ferries; issuing and taking receipts for jury scrip
or county warrants; services in habeas corpus cases; making out bar
dockets; keeping r~cords of trust funds; filing and docketing all papers
for the commissioners court; keeping road overseers' books and lists of
hands; recording all collection returns of delinquent insolvents;
recording county treasurer's reports; recording reports of justices of the
peace; recording reports of animals slaughtered; and services in
connection with elections.
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
§ 118.024. Free Access to Records

(a) This subchapter does not limit or deny any person full and free access
to any document referred to in this subchapter. A person is entitled to
read, examine, and copy from those documents or from any microfilm or
other photographic image of the documents.
(b) A person may exercise
paying any charge under the
reasonable times during the
the public.

the right provided by this section without
reasonable rules of the county clerk at all
hours in which the clerk's office is open to

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
§ 118.025. Records Archive in Border County

Text of section effective until Sept. 1, 2008
(a) In this section:
(1) "Deterioration" means
disaster that results in
publi c document.

any naturally occurring process or a natural
the destruction or partial destruction of a

(2) "Preservation" means any process that:
(A) suspends or reduces the deterioration of public documents; or
(8) provides public access to the public documents in a manner that
reduces the risk of deterioration, excluding providing public access to
public documents indexed geographically.
(3) "Public
record that
maintaining.

document" means any instrument,
the county clerk is authorized

document, paper,
to accept for

or other
filing or

(4) "Records archive" means public documents filed with the county clerk
before January 1, 1990.

http://www.capito1.state.tx.us/statutes/lgllgOOl1800.html 8/18/03

http://www.capito1.state.tx.us/statutes/lgllgOOl1800.html
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Local Government - CHAPTER 118 Page 9 of25
(51 "Restoration" means any process that permit~ the visual enhancement of
a public document, including making the document more legible.
(b) The commissioners court of a county that is adjacent to an
international boundary may adopt a records archive fee under Section
118.011(e) as part of the county's annual budget. The fee must be set and
itemized in the county's budget as part of the budget preparation process.
The fee for "Records Archive" under Section 118.011(e) is for the
preservation and restoration services performed by the county clerk in
connection with maintaining a county clerk's records archive.
(c) The fee must be paid at the time a person, excluding a state agency,
presents a public document to the county clerk for recording or filing.
(d) The fee shall be deposited in a separate records archive account in
the general fund of the county.
(e) The funds generated from the collection of a fee under this section
may be expended only for the preservation and restoration of the county
clerk's records archive.
(f) The funds may not be used to purchase, lease, or develop computer
software to geographically index public records, exclUding indexing public
records by lot and block description as provided by Section 193.009(b)(4).
(g) The county clerk shall prepare an annual written plan for funding the
preservation and restoration of the county clerk's records archive. The
commissioners court shall publish notice of a public hearing on the plan
in a newspaper of general cirCUlation in the county not later than the
15th day before the date of the hearing. After the public hearing, the
plan shall be considered for approval by the commissioners court. Funds
from the records archive account may be expended only as provided by the
plan. All expenditures from the records archive account shall comply with
SUbchapter C, Chapter 262.
(h) If a county charges a fee under this section, a notice shall be posted
in a conspicuous place in the county clerk's office. The notice must state
the amount of the fee in the following form: "THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF

COUNTY HAS DETERMINED THAT A RECORDS ARCHIVE FEE OF
$ IS NEEDED TO PRESERVE AND RESTORE COUNTY RECORDS."
(il The fee is subject to approval by the commissioners court in a public
meeting.
(j) Any excess funds generated from the collection of a fee under this
section remaining after completion of a county
preservation and restoration project may be expended only
described by Section 118.0216. The commissioners court of
order the collection of a fee authorized by this section
records archive preservation and restoration is complete.

records archive
for the purposes
a county may not
after the county

(k) This section expires September 1, 2008.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 794, § 4, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

SUBCHAPTER C. FEES OF CLERK OF COUNTY COURT

http://www.capitoLstate.tx.uslstatutes/1g11g00 11800 .html 8118103

http://www.capitoLstate.tx.uslstatutes/1g11g00
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS - RESTORAUON COST ESTIMATES

~Deeds 1 1848 MYLAR
Deeds 21850 MYLAR
Deeds 3 1851 MYLAR
Surveys 1902 MYLAR

Sub Total

$1,667.00
$1,613.00
$1,007.00
$1,829.00

$ 6,116.00

VOLUMES WHICH HAVE BEEN CONVERTED TO LOOSE LEAF WITH SHEET
EXTENDERS AND PRESSURE SENSITIVE TAPE.

Deeds 41852 MYLAR
Deeds 5 1853 MYLAR
Deeds 61855 MYLAR
Deeds 7 1856 MYLAR
Deeds 81859 MYLAR
Deeds 9 1863 MYLAR
Deeds 10 1863 MYLAR
Deeds 11 1860 MYLAR
Deeds 12 1870 MYLAR
Deeds 13 1871 MYLAR
Deeds 14 1872 MYLAR
Deeds 15 1874 MYLAR
Deeds 16 1875 MYLAR

GRAND TOTAL

$2,669.00
$3,010.00
$3,010.00
$2,410.00
$2,410.00

$428.00
$2,432.00
$2,410.00
$2,410.00
$2,850.00
$2,850.00
$2,839.00
$2,850.00

$38,694.00

We would like to suggest that if the County of Williamson would make a firm commitment
to a consecutive two or three year program with our company to accomplish this entire
project, we would, in turn, be willing to hold prices fmn over the same period.

In any event, the above restoration cost estimates will be held firm for one year from the date of
this proposal

Signed'-':'*~%'tM~~2h~~24 May 2002

J seph 1. Marott~ Jr.
resident
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AGENDA ITEM 24

Consider setting date for public hearing on Records Archive Plan.

Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Motion: To authorize the setting of the date of September 16,2003 at 10 a.m. in the Commissioners' Courtroom
for a public hearing on the Records Archive Plan.
Vote: 5-0

AGENDA ITEM 25

Consider approving proposed contract renewal with Carlo Klott, M.D. and the Williamson County Jail for
medical care to inmates and detainees.

Moved: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Seconded: Commissioner Hays
Motion: To approve the contract renewal with Carol Klott, M.D. and the Williamson County Jail for medical
care to inmates and detainees.
Vote: 5-0

<Attachment>


