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AGENDA ITEM 19

Discuss and consider forming a committee to study Mental Health Services at the Williamson County Jail.

Commissioner Heiligenstein stated that the county jail is becoming the mental health facility in the county. He
proposed to the court to form a committee to make a recommendation regarding mental health related issues.

Jack Hall introduced Annette Hawkins, the medical department manager for the jail. She handed out a report
and discussed psychotropic drug distribution in the jail. Jack Hall handed out a report on medical litigation
against the county in the last ten years.

Judge Doerfler suggested that this item be put on next week's agenda.

<Attachment>
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•MEMORANDUM
Williamson County Sheriffs Office

Corrections Bureau

To: Assistant Chief Deputy Jack Hall
Corrections Bureau
Williamson County Sheriff's Office

From: Deputy D. Mickler
Court Liaison Officer
Williamson County Sheriff's Office

Date: September 8, 2003
Subject: Information Concerning Medical Litigation

Sir,
In response to your request for information pertaining to legal action taken against

the county for medical reasons, with a before and after breakdown from the time of Dr.
Carlo Klott's services being retained, I present the following information-

I) Dr. Carlo Klott's services were retained approximately October of 1999.
2) At the time of his being retained by Williarnson County, there where three

active legal actions in Federal Court.
3) In December of 1999, approximately two months after Dr. Klott was put on

staff, a civil action was filed in the 277th Judicial District Court of Williamson
County as a result of a suicide which occurred at the Williamson County Jail.

4) From 1990 to 1999, there were a total of 40 legal actions filed against
Williamson County stemming from allegations pertaining to the Medical
Section.

This breaks down to an average of 4.0 legal actions per year being
filed against Williamson County for allegations concerning the
Medical Section of the Williamson County Jail prior to Dr. Klott's
retention.

S) Of the three legal actions still active at the time of Dr. Klott's employment, two
were settled and one was dismissed.

6) The legal action filed in late 1999 is still pending.
7) From December 1999 to the present date (including the suicide in late 1999),

there have been 6 legal actions taken against the Williamson County Sherifl's
Office due to medical complaints.

This breaks down to an average of 1.5 legal actions per year being
filed against Williamson County for allegations concerning the
Medical Section of the Williamson County Jail after Dr. Klott's
retention.

8) Of the six cases filed after Dr. Klott's date of employment, including the civil
action filed due to the suicide in December of 1999,3 have been dismissed,
one shows to be inactive (possibly dropped), the case concerning the suicide
of 1999 is still pending, and the case filed this year, 2003, is being reviewed.
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9) Of the cases filed against Williamson County from 1990 to 1999,42% were
dismissed, 28% show inactive, 3 of the cases were settled, and 2 of the cases
show judgments against Williamson County.

10) There have been no judgments found against Williamson County due to
complaints against the medical section since Dr. Klott's services were retained .

. If the percentages were compared, the litigation against the county has substantially
decreased of the past four years as compared to the previous four years. There were 16
legal actions filed against the county due to medical complaints from 1996 to 1999, with
ten of those being filed in 1997 and 1998 (5 each year) and four in 1999. One of the
aforementioned judgments was handed down in that previous four year time period and
two of the settlements, one in 1997 and one in 1999. This information is based on records
kept by the Sheriff's Office, and information received from the District Clerks Office, from
the County Attorney's Office, and from the law offices of Mike Davis and Mark Dietz.

Respectfully,

Deputy D. Mickler
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WILLIAMSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION

CHARGE DOCUMENT

Inmate Name: _ SO#: _

Date Booked: _ DOB: ~_

Date: Time: _. _ Cell: _

SERVICES CHARGED:
Physician:
Dental:
X-Ray:

($15.00)
($15.00)
($10.00)

Medical Transport:
Pharmacy Service:
E.R. Visit:

____ ($ 7.50)
__ .....,--_($ 3.00)
____ ($45.00)

Charge Services-
First 10 days of incarceration are free for Initial Assessment, if a request is received from the inmate
with~the first 10 days of incarceration. This assessment does not cover Prescriptions, Emergency
Room visits, Dental requests, transports, or X-Rays. Inmates brought to the infirmary by the Jail
Medical Staffwill be entitled to a free initial assessment if done within the first 10 days of
incarceration. Emergency Room visits, follow-up clinical and/or visits and othei services will be
charged as above. •

Free Services -
TB screening and Follow-up Chest X-Ray
Intake Screening
J 0 Day "New Intake" Initial Assessment (Upon Inmates Request)
Transport to Specialty Clinics (Le. David Powell, MHMR, Jack Sansing, Dialysis)
Follow-up Visits if Ordered by Jail Physician and/or Nurse
MHMR Clinical andlor Lab (if ordered by Jail Physician or Psychiatrist)
Clinical, Lab, and/or X-Rays ordered by Health Department

Exempted Inmates -
The following Inmates Classifications shall be exempted from being charged for bi-monthly sick call
visits and from most othel' medical services, with the unalterable exceptions being Pharmaceutical
Services, Denial Services, ER Visits, Medical Transport and X-Rays;

Inmates with Trusty Status (Monthly Only)
Inmates with Chronic, Long Term, or Terminal Health Problems
Inmates with Inpatient Status (patients held'in the infirmary or special needs cells)

Indigent Health Care -
No inmate shall be denied medicaltreatrnent or necessary medical care, regardless of his or her
financial status.

Providers Signature: _ DateITime:

Staff Signature: _ Emp. ID. #

Inmate Signature: _ DateITime: _

Data Entry DatelTime: _ Status: (circle one) Indigent Non-Indigent

Entered By: -,- _ Emp. ID.#
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AGENDA ITEM 20

Consider clarifYing the motion on adoption of the budget stating it was the intent of the Court to include Public
Works Director position and a part time position in Road & Bridge.

Moved: Commissioner Boatright
Seconded: Judge Doerner
Motion: To clarify the motion on adoption of the budget stating it was the intent of the Court to include Public
Works Director position and a part time position in Road & Bridge.
Vote: 5 - 0

AGENDA ITEM 21

Discuss and take appropriate action on road bond program.

There was no action taken on this agenda item.

AGENDA ITEM 22

Discuss and take appropriate action on jail/courthouse annex expansion.

Ed Lee updated the court on the jail/courthouse annex expansion.

AGENDA ITEM 23

Consider authorizing advertising and setting date of October I. 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Commissioner's
Courtroom to receive proposals for the installation of a radio system for the new jail facilitv.

Moved: Judge Doerner
Seconded: Commissioner Limmer
Motion: To authorize the advertising and setting the date of October l, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Commissioner's
Courtroom to receive proposals for the installation of a radio system for the new jail facility.
Vote: 5-0

AGENDA ITEM 24

Consider authorizing advertising and setting date of October 15, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Auditor's office to
receive proposals for Food & Beverage Concession Services for the Parks and Recreation Department.

Moved: Judge Doerner
Seconded: Commissioner Limmer
Motion: To authorize the advertising and setting the date of October 15, 2003 at 2:00 p.m. in the Auditor's
office to receive proposals for Food & Beverage Concession Services for the Parks and Recreation Department.
Vote: 5 - 0

AGENDA ITEM 25

Consider rejecting bids received for asphalt mixes and asphalt emulsions.

Moved: Judge Doerner
Seconded: Commissioner Boatright
Motion: To reject the bid received for asphalt mixes and asphalt emulsions.
Vote: 5 - 0

AGENDA ITEM 26

Consider approving contract with Dialogic for EMS Automated Emergency Notification System per awarded
proposal #03WC903.

Moved: Judge Doerner
Seconded: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Motion: To approve the contract with Dialogic for EMS Automated Emergency Notification System per
awarded proposal #03WC903.
Vote: 5-0

< Attachment>


