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AGENDA ITEM 27

Consider approving interlocal agreement with Capital Metro regarding construction of a portion of Lakeline
Blvd. from the proposed intersection of Lakeline Blvd. and Lyndhurst Blvd. to the railroad crossing.

No action was taken on this agenda item, which will be added to the January 22, 2002 meeting.

AGENDA ITEM 28

Discuss and take appropriate action on road bond program.

Mike Weaver of Prime Strategies discussed the toll plaza plans for a location west of Parmer Lane.

He stated that he would have an update on the status of current road projects soon, and talked briefly about the
establishment of a Regional Mobility Authority (RMA).

No action was taken on this agenda item.

<Attachment>
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DEWITI C. GREER STATE HIGHw<lY BLDG. 0125 E. 11TH STREET 0 AUSTIN. TEXAS 78701.24830 (512) ~

January 7, 2002

The Honorable Mike Heiligenstein
Commissioner, Precinct 1
Williamson County
400 West Main Street, Suite 218
Round Rock, TX 78664

RE: SH 45 Peer Review Study Hosted by Williamson County

Dear Commissioner Heiligenstein:

We are pleased the Peer Review Committee found that the SH 45 planning and design
efforts they investigated were in conformance with TxDOT policy, the Federal Highway
Administration's planning guidelines and general engineering practice. The Committee
also specifically acknowledged that there was no compelling reason to move the toll
plaza from the site west of Parmer Lane. We are continuing to finalize our plans for the
toll plaza. Through this peer review process the peer review committee verified with the
Federal Highway Administration that no supplemental environmental impact statements
are required for the toll plaza west of Parmer Lane. As noted in our remarks made at the
conclusion of the peer review committee's summary presentation to the neighborhood
and other interested parties, we look forward to working with Williamson County to
address regional drainage issues and noise concerns around the school in accordance
with existing policies.

We appreciate your leadership on transportation issues and look forward to working
with Williamson County to construct the SH 45 project as soon as possible.

,,0

An Equal Opportunity Employer

\



0110812002 Page 239

The Croslin Group

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Peg Croslin
5121338-1777

HIGHWAY 79 EAST CRASHES DEADLY AND COSTLY

GEORGETOWN ... In a report compiled from accidents reported to the Texas
Department of Public Safety, collisions along US Highway 79 between IH35 and the
Milam County Line prove to be both deadly and costly to the public. Williamson County
Commissioners received the report and have incorporated it into their request for
special funding from the Texas Transportation Commission to expedite US 79
improvements along the four-lane undivided stretch from McNutt Creek to the Taylor
Loop.

John Sneed, EMS Director for Williamson County, says, "When we respond to
accidents on Highway 79 East. we are always prepared for the worst. The sheer
number of collisions is staggering and the injuries and loss of human life is deplorable."

US Highway 79 provides the only major east-west travel corridor in eastern Williamson
County. It connects the communities of Round Rock, Hutto and Taylor and provides
east-west mobility, along with RM620, within the three county-area of Travis,
Williamson and Milam Counties.

The report prepared by Alliance-Texas Engineering Company, provides a summary of
accidents occurring from IH35 to the Milam County Line from January 1995 through
May of 2000. For that period, 860 total accidents were reported. Of those collisions, 16
fatalities resulted and damages were estimated at just over $79million.

County Commissioner Frankie Limmer states, "The expansion of US Highway 79 is a
critical component of our mobilitv plan. We are securing the right of way for this
segment and I am hopefUl the State will partner with us to expedite construction.

Highway 79 was recently expanded to four-lane divided roadway within the city limits of
Round Rock and east past Dell Diamond. County funds to provide over 30% of project
costs, inclUding all engineering and 50% of the right of way necessary for this project
are available from the Williamson County Bond Package approved in November 2000.
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Engineering Company

TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM

October 2,2001

To: Mike Weaver
Prime Strategies, Inc.
1508 South Lamar Blvd.
Austin, TX 78704

From: Trey Gamble, E.I.T.
Alliance-Texas Engineering Company
100 East Anderson Lane, Suite 300
Austin, TX 78752

Re: Summary of Accident Data for US 79 from IH 35 to Milam County Line (1995-2000)

Overview

The purpose of this technical memorandum is to summarize and document the accident data
provided by the Williamson County Sherrif s Office in September 200 I. The accident data was
obtained from the Texas Department of Public Safety Accident Records Bureau and is a
summary of the accident reports for the segments of US 79 in Williamson County from January
1995 through May 2000.

As summary information, the data is classified by the most severe injury reported for each
accident; no detail is provided for each individual injury. For this reason it is impossible to
obtain a complete estimate of the damages and costs associated with each accident. A detailed
and complete estimate of the costs related to accidents on US 79 in Williamson County will
require a review and analysis ofthe complete accident records which are available through the
Texas Department of Public Safety Accident Records Bureau. However, it is possible to provide
a cursory estimate based on the summary data provided. This estimate reflects the most
conservative estimate possible. Analysis of the complete accident data will result in costs greater
than those provided in this summary.

Methodology

Accident summary data were first entered into a database to facilitate processing and analysis.
Accident costs were then associated with each reported accident. As indicated previously, this

100 East Andenon Un., Suite 300 * Austin, Texas 78752 * Phone (512) 821-2081 * FAX(512)821-2085
Consultants in Traffic Engineering at Transportation Planning
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cost reflects only the cost for the most severe injury reported for each accident. Summary tables
were generated for the accident data by basic accident type and accident severity for each year
from 1995 through 2000. These summaries are provided in Tables 3 through 6. Documentation
of the cost estimates are provided in the following sections.

Motor Vehicle Collision Costs

The motor vehicle collision costs used in this summary follow guidelines presented in the
Federal Highway Administration technical advisory "Motor Vehicle Accident Costs" (1). The
following excerpted passages from these guidelines describe the purpose and use of these
guidelines.

"Accident costs are used in economic analyses for choosing among alternative improvements to
existing road, street, and highway systems. For example, they can be used to assist in determining
which improvements should and should not be implemented when improving older roads, streets.
and highways. When used this way, accident costs can influence the identification. assignment of
priorities, and selection of additional enhancements. Accident costs are also used to allocate
highway safety resources among programs, to evaluate proposed safety regulations and to
convince policy makers that safety programs are beneficial,

The motor vehicle accident cost figures shown in Table 1 are comprehensive costs (in J 994
dollars) recommendedfor use by State and local highway and safety agencies. Table I shows
costs by K~A·B·CSea/e. The basis for these costs is information contained in the research report
"The Costs of Highway Crashes." This study presents afigure of$2.2 million (in 1988 dollars) as
the recommended value to use in benefit-cost analyses as the willingness-to-pay to avert afatality.

That value has been updated to 1994 dollars using the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) implicit
price deflator as recommended in the January 1993 Departmental guidance. The GDP implicit
price deflator increased about 18 percentfrom its average value in 1988 through 1993. Therefore.
the 1988figure of$2.2 million dollars was increased 18 percent to yield a 1994 figure of$2.6
million dollars. The relationship between cost per injury and injury severity (in 1994 dollars) are
shown in Table 1. These costs should be updated annually using the GDP implicit price
deflator ...

Table 1 - Comprehensive Costs in Police-Reported
Crashes by K-A-B-C Scale Severity

Severity Descriptor Cost per Cost per
Injury (1994 Injury (2000

Dollan) Dollan)

K Fatal $2,600,000 $2,897,917

A Incapacitating $180,000 $200,625

B Evident $36,000 $40,[25

C Possible $[9,000 $2[,177

PDD Pronertv Dama.e Dnlv $2000 $2229

The implicit price deflators shown in Table 2 were obtained from quarterly estimates released by
the Commerce Department's Bureau of Economic Analysis. These values reflect an index base
year of 1996. Adjustments were established to index the deflator values to an index base year of
1994 as reflected in the previous table.

-2-
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Table 2 - Implicit Price Deflators
Denator Value Index to 1994

Year (1996 Index) Dollars

1994 96.0 100.00

1995 98.1 102.19

1996 100.0 104.17

1997 101.9 106.15

1998 103.1 107.40

1999 104.6 108.96

200n 107.0 111.46

Findings

A total of 860 accidents were reported from January 1995 through May 2000 with a minimum
estimated total cost of$74,094,088. Of this total, there were 16 accidents involving fatalities
totaling a minimum estimated cost of $46,366,672. A total of 66 accidents were reported where
one or more occupants was incapacitated totaling a minimum estimated cost of $13,241 ,250. As
previously stated, these are minimum estimates and do not reflect all injuries which occurred in
each accident, only the most severe injury. A more thorough analysis of the complete accident
records will provide a more accurate and complete estimate of the costs due to accidents on this
roadway.

References:

1. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). "Motor Vehicle Accident Costs", Technical
Advisory T 7570.1, Washington, D.C., October 1994.
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AGENDA ITEM 29

Discuss and take appropriate action on jail/courthouse annex expansion.

Jim Broaddus of Broaddus & Associates announced that construction on the jail expansion project should begin
by Tuesday, January 15, 2002, as the City of Georgetown has given clearance to begin the site work on the
project.

AGENDA ITEM 30

Consider approving additional professional services for Hall-Bargainer on Brushy Creek Regional Park System
and conservation corridor projects.

Moved: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Seconded: Commissioner Limmer
Motion: To approve additional professional services for Hall-Bargainer on Brushy Creek Regional Park System
and conservation corridor projects to approve professional services for Hall Bargainer to provide a mitigation
plan for the Lake Creek Tributary #2 channel improvements project.
Vote: 4 - 0 with Commissioner Hays absent from the dais.

< Attachment>


