AGENDA ITEM 25 135
Hold public hearing on proposed regulatory signage for Brightwater Blvd.
Judge Doerfler announced the public hearing open at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, December 19, 2000.

Discussion of reduction of 45 miles per hour speed limit to 35 miles per hour on the comer of Brightwater
Boulevard and Wyoming Springs by Fern Bluff Elementary School.

Judge Doerfler announced the public hearing closed at 10:25 a.m. on Tuesday, December 19, 2000.
< Attachment >

3151Southeast Inner Loop, Suite B

e M. En .E.
Jo gland, P.E Georgetown, Texas 78626

County Engineer Telephone (512) 930-3330
Fax (512) 930-3335
Williamson County
Unified Road System
To: Williamson County Commissioners' Court
From:  Joe M. England P.E., County Engineer
Pate: November 13, 2000

Subject: Proposed Speed Limit on Brightwater Blvd.

According to the 1980 edition of the Texas Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices there are six factors that
should form the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation for determining the proper numerical value
for a speed zone. The factors are as follows:

1. Road surface characteristics, shoulder conditicon,
grade, alignment and sight distance.

2. The 85% speed and pace speed.

3. Roadside development and culture, and roadside
friction.

4, Safe speed for curves or hazardous locations within
the zone.

5. Parking practices and pedestrian activity.

6. Reported accident experience for a recent 1l2-month
period.

Upon my field investigation, I found that the section of
Brightwater Blvd. from Great Oaks to Wyoming Springs
consist of an urban street design within an urban
environment with a posted speed limit of 45 MPH.
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The section of Brightwater Blvd. from from Great Oaks to
Wyoming Springs consist of 120 feet of right-of-way (ROW),
2-24 feet of pavement as measured from lip of gutter to
lip of gutter with a 14 foot grass median. This road was
constructed within the past five years therefore the road
surface characteristics are in good condition. The grade
is rolling with slight horizontal curves thus producing
good sight distance. '

Near Wyoming Springs there is a MUD park that has on-site
parking. The remaining development and culture adjacent
to this road is mainly single-family lots, none of which
has driveways to this rocad. Roadside friction is limited
to intersecting streets. The intersection of Brightwater
Blvd. and Fern Bluff is contrelled by a multi-way stop
sign.

The safe speed for curves on this road is 50 MPH. The road
was designed and sealed by a registered professional
engineer to meet the Williamson County subdivision

' regulations that required this arterial street be built to

a design speed of 50 MPHE and was posted at 45 MPH. There
are no hazardous locations on this road.

Because of its urban design as an arterial street, the
road is striped for two lanes in each direction leaving no
room for on-street parking. Pedestrian activity is
conveyed along sidewalks on both sides of Brightwater
Blvd. As compared to the majority of Great Oaks, these
sidewalks are much further from the edge of the pavement.
A significant number of children cross this rcad to go to
school. After meeting with representatives of the school
district the decision was made to cross at the
intersection of Brightwater and Fern Bluff where the
children are protected by the multi-way stop sign.

To this date, I have no accident information for the last
12-month period that would dictate any certain speed
limit.

A speed study was conducted from September 13 to September
14, 2000. The result of this study shows a combined 85%
speed of 42 MPH and a combined pace speed of 31 to 40 MPH.
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Of the 1253 vehicles counted, less than 1% were exceeding
the safe design speed while 95% were traveling at or less
than the posted speed limit. If the speed limit was
reduced to 40 MPH, those exceeding the speed limit would
increase to 25%. If the speed limit was reduced to 35
MPH, those exceeding the speed limit would increase to
65%.

Even though Brightwater Blvd. has less direct driveways
and more ROW than both O'Conner Blvd., and Great Oaks ,
Drive, if the court desires to post the same speed limit
of 40 MPH as it has done on the other arterials in the
area {Great Oaks, O’Conner, and Wyoming Springs), then it
could possibly be justified.

As a result of the attached count and the issue stated
above, it is my professiocnal opinion that there is no need
to change the current speed limit and the posting of 45
MPH is proper for the section of Brightwater Blvd.
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Weather . TASPLUS Software
Counted by: Copyright (C) 1930, 1994 Site Code : 000000000666
Board # JAMAR Technologies, Inc. Start Date: 09/13/00
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Speed Statistics.
15th Percentile Speed : 31 MPH
Median Speed (50th percentile): 36 MPH
Average Speed - All Vehicles 37 MPH
85th Percentile Speed 42 MPH
95th Percentile Speed 45 MPH
10 MPH Pace Speed 31-40 MPH
Number of Vehicles in Pace 780
Parcent of Vehicles in Pace : 62.20%
Number of Vehicles » 45 MPH 66

Percent of Vehicles > 45 MPH:

5.26%
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Qctober 9, 2000

Karen Calobrnisi

7121 Black Rock Bend
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-310-9540

Mr. Joseph England, Williamson County Engineer
Williamson County Unified Road System

3151 S.E. Interloop, Ste. B

Georgetown, TX 78626

Dear Mr. England,

In the hectic pace of daily living perhaps one of the things we tend to forget as parents is
that we are charged with the important task of protecting the lives of our children.
Inherent in that duty, since we all belong to a community, is the safety of all children as
well.

Joe, as you know from our telephone conversations during the summer, I am a resident of
the Stone Canyon housing development in Williamson County. My family moved into
our new home at 7121 Black Rock Bend in May 2000. Something that I noticed
immediately, which has frankly caused me growing concern, is the 45 MPH ( forty-five
mile an hour), speed limit posted along Brightwater Boulevard, the main thoroughfare in
our community.

I realize that as a county engineer you envision and implement ways in which traffic will
flow more smoothly on our roadways. I understand the kinds of decisions that you must
make to facilitate movement throughout our community. At the same time though, as a
parent, I perceive my neighborhood as families with smail children, thousands of
children, and I am concerned for their general safety. I believe that the speed limit posted
along Brightwater Boulevard is excessive in light of safety issues, and its viability needs
scrutiny.

Please consider the following points regarding this situation:

o Brightwater Boulevard travels through a strictly residential area. There are no
businesses of any sort accessing Brightwater Boulevard. As a matter of fact, an
elementary school, Fern Bluff Elementary, and a community center with a
playground and a swimming pool have direct access to Brightwater Boulevard and to
motorists traveling at 45 MPH.

e As I drive through comparable neighborhoods in our area, such as The Oaklands, Cat
Hollow and Brushy Creek, I cannot find any speed limits posted in excess of 40-mph,
and those streets posted with 40-mph lead to or contain businesses and have
intersections with major roadways such as FM620.




s As Brightwater Boulevard eventually connects with Route 3406, it will be used as a
short cut between I35 and FM620. Undoubtedly, the number of vehicles on
Brightwater Boulevard will increase. With the increased number of vehicles, traffic
accidents, especially speed-related accidents, are likely to occur.

¢ Contrary to information that you may have received from Round Rock Independent
School District, some of the 742 children attending Fern Bluff Elementary School
must use Brightwater Boulevard to make their way to and from school either on foot
or on bikes. Fern Bluff Elementary School does not provide any busing for the
children whom live in the surrounding neighborhoods of Fern Bluff, Stone Canyon
and The Oaklands. My son, Thomas, who is in fifth grade, is one of the children who
must ride his bike on Brightwater Boulevard each day to go to school.

Based on the above-mentioned points, I am compelled to take action to insure greater
safety not only for my children, but also for all of the children of our community. It is
my intention to enlist the aid of the Home Owners Association of Stone Canyon to
initiate a petition drive with the purpose of reducing the speed limit on Brightwater
Boulevard.

Joe, you have my sincere thanks for your efforts to inform and assure me that safety
issues have been adequately addressed in the design of Brightwater Boulevard. Despite
this, I think that we are allowing our children to encounter undue risk as they travel as
pedestrians or on their bicycles on this road. I think that a reduced speed limit will bring
about greater safety for all of the residents of our community.

I look forward to working with you in the spirit of cooperation on this important issue.
Sincerely

Karen Calobrisi
cc: Mr. David Hays
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We, the undersigned residents of Stone Canyon and Fern Bluff communities
petition Williamson County in order to reduce the SPEED LIMIT on

BRIGHTWATER BOULEVARD from 45 mph to 35 mph to provide a
safe environment for our children.

NAME @icase print) ADDRESS - SIGNATURE
1.

2.

3.

10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
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Fern Bluff Elementary School

{17818 Park Valiey Drive Round Rock, Texas 78681
Lynda Carter, Principsl {512) 428-2100

November 7, 2000

Commissioner David Hayes

Willismson County Unified Road Systerns
3151 SB Inner Loop

Geotgetown, TX 78626

j Dear Commissioner Hayes,

\ For the past eight and onc half years, I have se: ved the Round Rock Indepeadent School District
(RRISD) as principal of Fern Bluff Elementary School Fern Bluff's students come from six surrounding
neighborhoods—Fern Bluff, Oaklands, Oakcreck, Tan lewood, The Enclave of Stons Canyon and Stone
Canyon. There are NO buses - all students cither wall, bike, or come in passenger cars; 80, a3 you can
see, it is truly a neighborhood school. Fern Blufl Eler entary, 2 campus with 750+students is located at
17815 Park Valley Drive in Round Rock, Texas, and s uated in the Fern Bluff Municipal Utility District
(MUD). We have experienced a 250% increase in stu. ent population since opening. In addition, 200 of
those students have been directly agsociated with th opening and building resulting from the Stone
Canyon development.

Through the years, as campus principsl, [ have worked closely with FBE parents and community
members to address isswves of safety. Mcmbers of hese groups have included RRISD Director of
Transportation, Mr. Dan Koberts; past Assistant §iperintendent, Mr. Don Howard; and Mr. Joe
England, Wiltiamson County engineer. Wc have collt stively sought to ensure that sction plans devised
for our students’ safety were considered, epproved nd implemented in establishing traffic patterns,
securing adequate crossing guards and obtaining tra fic regulatory devices for placement around the
campus. To that end, I have consistently found Mr. I agland to be a wise and positive carctaker of his
responsibitities including being a good steward of 1ax; 1ycr resources.

The purpose of this fetter is to request Willia ason County Road Systems support for reducing
the speed limit on Brightwater Blvd. from its present speed of 45 mph to 35 mph in support of Karen
Calobrisi’s petition and roquest. On August 2, 200C T initiated 8 meeting with Dan Roberts snd Joe
England to discuss the increased student population « rossing Brightwater Blvd. as & result of the build
out of the Stone Canyon subdivision. At that time, th crossing was unguarded and unmarked yet many
of our young students walking and biking to school were negotiating this crosswalk wath little or no
supervision. This was creating & potentially dangerou situation with the current posted speed limit and
the elevation of the terrain. Mr. Hayes, some streer feeding the Brightwater Blvd. /Fern Bluff Ave.
intersection currently have as many as 45 children, c. ;., Spindlctop Terrece and adjacent foeder streets.
At that time, with the start of school August 14, 2 00, imminent we determined that the following
actions should be taken with urgency:

1)  Paint striping to designate 2 “sc 0ol crossing zone;
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2) Hire s crossing guard to man the crossing before and after school (This was done
prior to August 14, 2000 crossin ; guards are funded by the City of Round Rock),

3) Seek a meeting with the Stor: Canyon Neighborhood Association to solicit
financial suppont for purchasing ‘school zone signage” like that we requested and
secured at Park Valley and W oming Springs crossing locations. Those solar
powered school zonc signs w e purchased with financial support from the
Oakiends, Oakereek, and Fern Biuff Neighborhood Associstions; and

4) Finalize the designation of the 5: hool zone with placement of signage and
speod reduction during school h s,

Further, the issue of speed reduction on Brigh water Bivd. was an agenda item at the last Fern
Bluff EBlementary Site Based Advisory Council necting on October 18, 2000. The SBAC
overwhelmingly endorsed the proposal of Mrs. Calobr si and noted the many FBE Community members
had signed her petition. Safety continues to be a pri nary concern to our parents, staff, and the FBE
SBAC as we contend with growth and the safe arrival nd dismissal of our children to and from school. 1
urge you to take action to reduce the speed limit as . means of protecting the crossing guard, who is
positioned to cross FBE students, and the students th ‘mselves as they make theic way to and from the
! school grounds. We will continue to 1ake action to - nsure that every possible means is exhausted to
] ensure our children’s sefety.
If I can answer any questions or be or further a sistance, do not hesitate to call on me.

Positively for Children,

Lynda Carter, Principal

cc.  Dan Roberts, RRISD Director of Transportatic 1
Fern Bluff Elementary Site Based Advisory C« mmiltee
Mrs. Karen Calobrisi, FBE Parent and Stone C inyon resident
Dr. Tom Gaul, Superintendent of RRISD
Mrs. Beverly Helfinstein, Assistant Superinten lent for Elementary Operations
File
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AGENDA ITEM 26

Consider approving any regulatory signage for Brightwater Boulevarvd.

Moved: Commissioner Hays

Seconded: Commissioner Heiligenstein

Motion: To approve regulatory signage of 35 miles per hour speed zone by Fernbluff Elementary School on the
corner of Brightwater Boulevard and Wyoming Springs.

Vote: 4-0

AGENDA ITEM 27

Discuss and take any appropriate action on list of equipment to be purchased from Law Enforcement Block
Grant.

Moved: Commissioner Boatright
Seconded: Commissioner Hays

Motion: To approve list of equipment to be purchased from Law Enforcement Block Grant for Sheriff’s
Department.
Vote: 4 -0

< Attachment >

Law Enforcement Block Grant

Proposed Equipment for Williamson County Sheriff's Office

5 each Moblile Video System
12 each Remington 870 12Ga
12 each Orange Stock Set
12 each Air Taser M26
5 each Roadspike
5 each Roadspike Wireless Radio
6 each Stinger 2015 Trooper
11 each Bushmaster .223
3 each Hallagan Tool

1 each Pepperball (for Jail)




