
208
Regular Agenda

AGENDA ITEM 16

Discuss and take appropriate action on preliminary plat of White Rock Estates, Phase Two.

Moved: Commissioner Hays
Seconded: Judge Doerfler
Motion: To approve preliminary plat of White Rock Estates, Phase Two.
Vote: Motion carried 4 - 0 with Commissioner Boatright absent from the dais.

AGENDA ITEM 17

Hear presentation of pavement management and survey report from HDR Engineering.

HDR Engineering Keith Hallem distributed a copy of and discussed his report on all county roads as well as
recommendations

No action was taken on this item.

AGENDA ITEM 18

Consider approving contract with Humane Society of Williamson County.

Humane Society of Williamson County Executive Director Guy Bilyeu discussed the needs and concerns of the
Humane Society.

Moved: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Seconded: Commissioner Limmer
Motion: To approve $50,000.00 contract with Humane Society of Williamson County.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

<Clerk copy here>
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September 14,2000

The Honorable John C. Doerfler
County Judge
Williamson County Courthouse
710 Main Street
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Dear Judge Doerfler:

The annual contract between Williamson County and t e Humane Society of Williamson County
will expire on September 30, 2000. This past Wedne ay I spoke with Dale Rye to verify if we
were responsible for the preparation of the contract. H requested that I e-mail a copy to him and
send the original copy to you. Enclosed please find a py of the annual animal services contract
for 2000-2001 between Williamson County and the Hu ane Society of Williamson County. As
we discussed, the only change from the prior contract i the increase in the flat fee from
$25,000.00 to $50,000.00. Should you have any quest ons please contact me at 260-7293.

Sincerely,

~~
GUy Bilyeu
Executive Director

3737 CR 272 • Leander, Texas 78641 • (512) 260-3602 • FAX: (512) 260-7563
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ADMINISTRATIVE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN

THE WILLIAMSON COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY, INC.
AND WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

PARTIES TO AGREEMENT

This agreement is made and entered into by and between the Williamson County Humane
Society, a non-profit organization organized under the laws of the State of Texas, hereinafter referred
to as the 'Humane Society', and Williamson County Texas, a political subdivision of the Slate of
Texas, hereinafter referred to as the ·County". The parties hereto have severally and collectively
agreed, and by the execution hereof are bound to the mutual obligations and to the performances
and accomplishments of the objectives hereinafter described.

SECTION 2. AGREEMENT PERIOD

The period for performance of this agreement shall commence October 01, 2000, and shall
continue thereafter until September 30, 2001, or longer, subject to the mutual satisfaction of the
parties and recertification of the agreement, or until termination of the agreement as set out below.

SECTION 3. FUNDING

A. 2QOO-2001and2001-2002 Animal Control Budget. License fees, boarding fees, and
reclamation fees (as more particularly set out hereinbelow) shall provide additional funds necessary
for the continued operation of the animal control program. Such fees shall be in addition to the flat
fee, as more particularly set out hereinbelow.

B. E!n

1 . License Fees. Each dog and eat within the unincorporated areas of the County
shall be registered once each year by its owner through either the Humane Society or a veterinarian
practicing in the County. The license fee shall be $5.00 for any animal which has been neutered or
spayed, and $20.00 for any animal which has not been neutered or spayed, or'intact'. These license
fees shall be collected by the Humane Society to be used in the sole discretion of the Humane
Society for the continued operation of the animal shelter.

2. Reclamation Fees. Reclamation fees shall be assessed against an animal's
owner at the time of reclamation of any impounded animal. These moneys shall be collected by
Humane Society to be used in the sole discretion of the Humane Society for the continued operation
of the animal shelter. The reclamation fees shall be as follows:

AGREEMENI'

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The first time an animal is impounded, the fee may be $15.00.

The second time an animal is impounded, the fee shall be $25.00.

The third time the same animal is impounded, the fee shall be $35.00.

For each succeeding time the same animal is impounded, the fee shall be
$35.00.
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3. Boarding Fees - Reclaimed Animals. In addition to the reclamation fees
described in Section 3(B)(2), above, boarding fees shall be charged an animal's owner at the time of
reclamation of any impounded animal. These moneys shall be collected by the Humane Society and
added to the Animal Control funds, to be used for the continued operation of the animal shelter. The
boarding fee shall be $10.00 for each 24-hour period, or portion thereof.

4. Boarding Fees _. Non-reclaimed Animals. In the event an animal from en area
serviced by Williamson County Animal Control is not reclaimed by its owner, boarding fees shall be
charged to the County, and the County hereby agrees to pay the Humane Society the boarding fees.
These moneys shall be collected by the Humane Society and added to the Animal Control funds, to
be used for the continued operation ofthe animal shelter. The boarding fee for each non-reclaimed
animal shall be $5.00 for each 24-hour period, or portion thereof. Maximum billing shall be no more
than three (3) days unless specifically requested by Animal Control.

Because there is no adequate public pound in the County for citizens to
release ownership of their animals, the County agrees to pay the fee for one (I) day's boarding for
any animal released to the Humane Society from an area serviced by Williamson County Animal
Control. These moneys shall be collected by the Humane Society and added to the County Animal
Control funds, to be used for the continued operation of the animal shelter.

5. Rabies Testing. When an animal bites a person, state law requires that the
animal must be either (i) tested for rabies by submission of its brain to a state lab, or (ii) quarantined
for ten (10) days. Before testing (decapitating), animals shall be held a maximum of three (3) days
for the purpose of attempting to locate an owner or allowing owner to pay for the ten (10) days of
observation. In the event the animal is not reclaimed, the County shall pay the $5.00 per day
boarding fee as provided for herein, together with the $25.00 handling fee. These monays shall be
collected by the Humane Society and added to the County Animal Control funds, to be used for the
continued operation of the animal shelter.

6. Flat Fee. For the tenn of this agreement the County shall pay to the Humane
Society $4,166.67 per month.

C. Animal Defined. For purposes of fees, animal is defined as any single animal or a litter
consisting of animals less than four (4) months of age.

SECTION 4. PERFORMANCES BY THE HUMANE SOCIETY

A. Ucensing. The Humane Society shall be responsible for the distribution and sale of
all County dog and cat licenses for the period of perfonnance of this agreement, commencing on
October 1, 2000, and continuing thereafter until September 30, 2001, both directly and through
licensed veterinarians practicing in the County. All licenses shall be sold in accordance with the
ordinances and regulations of the County and at the fees established therein. The Humane Society
shall be responsible for procuring the license tags and providing all materials necessary for record
keeping.

B. Collection of Fees. The Humane Society shall collect, on behalf of the County, any
charges designated by the Animal Control Officer, the Agreement or the ordinances and regulations
of the County before releasing an animal to an owner reclaiming it. Such moneys collected shall be
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reported monthly to the County Auditor's office. The Humane Society shall retain all license fees,
boarding fees, and reclamation fees collected, to be used as part of the County Animal Control
Budget, as provided for in Section 3(A), hereinabove. The Humane Society shall not charge the
County any administrative fees. Boarding fees shall be charged to the County as more particularly
set out hereinabove.

C. Boarding. Every animal not wearing a license tag and not claimed and redeemed by
the owner prior to the expiration of three (3) calendar days, not including the day of impoundment or
days the shelter is closed to the public, shall become the sole and exclusive property of the Humane
Society. Every animal wearing a license tag and not claimed and redeemed by the owner prior to the
expiration of seven (7) calendar days, not including the day of impoundment or days the shelter is
closed to the public, shall become the sole and exclusive property of the Humane Society.

D. The Humane Society agrees to accept each and every animal delivered by the
County, its officers, agents, or employees and to provide each and every animal with shelter, food,
water, and all other humane treatment of the same degree and kind that the Society provides for all
other animals coming into its custody and control, except as hereinafter stipulated.

E. The Humane Society agrees to keep its animal shelter open to the public not less
than six (6) hours per day on weekdays and not less than three (3) hours on saturdays for the
purpose of giving owners ample opportunity to redeem their impounded animals.

F. The Humane Society shall provide facilities for rabies observation on a continuing
basis for at least two (2) dogs and four (4) cats. If requested by the County, animals delivered to the
Society for rabies observation shall be isolated for a period of ten (10) days.

SECTION 5. PERFORMANCES BY THE COUNTY

The County shall be responsible for all aspects of animal control within the County limits
except for the responsibilities assumed by the Humane Society pursuant to this Agreement. The
County shall also be responsible for the prompt payment of any fees charged it by the Humane
Society as set out in this Agreement.

SECTION 6. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

A. Office Space. The Humane Society shall provide, at no cost to the County, office
space for County Animal Control and parking for the Animal Control vehicles at the Humane
Society's offices located at 3737 CR 272, Leander, Texas.

B. Record Keeping. The Humane Society shall be responsible for keeping complete
written records of all animal licenses issued, including the following:

(1) Name, address, and phone number of the owner;
(2) Species, sex, description, age, and name of the animal;
(3) Name of veterinarian;
(4) Date and 10 number of rabies vaccinations; and
(5) Date and number of license issued.
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All such records shall be made available to County Health Department and the County Animal
Control officer dUring regular business hours at the Humane Society.

C. Audns. All financial transactions of the Humane Society shall be audited by the office
of the County Audnor. For this purpose, the Humane Society shall submit a monthly report to the
County Auditor's office. Addnionally, an annual on-site audn may be conducted by the office of the
County Audnor. All financial records shall be made available to the County Auditor and his
representatives during regular business hours at the Humane Society Office.

D. Animal Control Officer. The Animal Control Officer shall be responsible for
completing, at the time of arrival, the holding forms on each animal brought in, including but not
limned to written instructions as to any charges or special handling. The Animal Control Officer shaD
implement the policies of operation of the Animal Control Department as set out by the County.

E. Costs of Operation. The Humane Society shall be solely responsible for all shelter
operations, maintenance, and costs. The Humane Society has sole responsibility for the operations
and policies of the animal shelter.

F. Personnel.

1. Staff at Animal Shelter. The Humane Society shall be responsible for the staff,
both peid and volunteer, necessary for the routine operation of the animal shelter and for
edministration of the licensing program. Such responsibility shall include but not be limited to
compensation, insurance, and/or any other benefits for its staff.

2. Animal Control Office. The County shall be responsible for the hiring and
compensation of its Animal Control Officer(s).

SECTION 7. PLANNING OBJECTIVES

Both parties shall work closely together for the welfare of the citizens and animals of
Williamson County. The Humane Society shall cooperate with the County in helping to develop
future bUdgets and programs for Animal Control.

SECTION 8. EVALUATIONS

This agreement shall be reviewed annually as part of the County budget process. If, during
the agreement year, any dispute arises between the Humane Society and the Department of Animal
Control which cannot be resolved by them, they shall be referred to the County Commissioners or
their representative for settlement of the dispute.

SECTION 9. FORCE MAJEURE CLAUSE

The parties agree and acknowledge that the County, its officers, agents, and employees shall
not in any way be responsible for any acts, occurrences or events which are caused by some third
party, including but not limited to the Humane Society, which may affect, disrupt or terminate this
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agreement and thereby prevent the County's employees from performing the service contemplated
hereunder.

The parties agree and acknowledge that the Humane Society, its officers, agents, employees
and volunteers shall not in any way be responsible for any acts, occurrences, or events which are
caused by some third party, including but not limited to the County, which may affect, disrupt, or
terminate this agreement and thereby prevent the Humane Society's employees from penorming the
service contemplated hereunder.

SECTION 10. GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

A. This agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto
and other entities which might follow that would qualify at law as a successor in interest, and to
executors, administrators, legal representatives and assigns. Notwithstanding the foregoing, this
Agreement may not be assigned except as agreed upon in writing by both parties.

B. The Humane Society shall comply with the Law and Order Precedence. In rendering
performance herein, the Humane Society shall comply with the requirements of applicable federal,
state, and local laws and regulations. In the event of a conflict between such laws and regulations
and terms and conditions of this agreement, precedence shall be given to the most restrictive
provisions of such laws, regulations, terms and conditions, as determined by the County.

C. There shall be no waiver. The failure or delay in the enforcement of the rights at law
here inscribed to the parties shall not constitute a waiver of said rights to be considered as a basis
for estoppel. The parties may exercise its ri\lhts despite said delay or failure to enforce said rights.

D. This agreement is subject to Texas law. Any and all obligations or payments are due
and payable in Williamson County, Texas, and the venue for any legal action relating to this
agreement shall be in Williamson County, Texas.

E. This agreement is subject to severability. If any provision herein is, for any reason,
held in violation of any applicable law, and so much of said agreement is held to be unenforceable,
then the invalidity of such a specific provision shall not be held to invalidate any other proVisions,
which other provisions shall remain in full force and effect unless removal of invalid parts destroys
the legitimate purposes of this agreement. In the latter case, as determined by the County, this
agreement shall be canceled.

F. The County shall not be held liable for, and shall be saved and held harmless by the
Humane Society from and against any and all claims for damages of every kind, for injUry to and
death of any persons or animals and for damage to or loss of property, arising out of or attributed,
directly or indirectly, to the operations, performance or negligence of the Humane Society under this
Agreement. The Humane Society shall not be held liable for, and shall be saved and held harmless
by the County from and against any and all claims for damages of every kind, for injury to and death
of any persons or animals and for damage to or loss of property, arising out of or attributed, directly
or indirectly, to the operations, performance or negligence of the County under this Agreement.

G. The Humane Society shall purchase and maintain such comprehensive general
liability insurance as is deemed necessary by the County. The Humane Society shall provide the
County with a Certificate of Insurance evidencing the above, and said Certificate shall contain a

5



215
provision that the coverage afforded will not be canceled, materially changed or renewal refused
until at least thirty (30) days prior written notice has been given to the County by certified mail.

H. Either party may terminate this Agreement if the other party fails to cure a material
breach which substantially impairs the value of the contract as a whole to the non-breaching party .
within ten (10) days of the receipt of written notice being given by the non-breaching party.

I. The County may cancel this Agreement for convenience and without cause upon
ninety (90) days written notice to the Humane Society.

J. Any notice required or permitted to be given under this Agreement shall be sufficient
if written and hand-delivered or sent by registered mail, retum receipt requested, as follows:

If to the County:

County JUdge, Williamson County, with a copy to the County Attorney, Williamson
County

If to the Humane Society:

President
Williamson County Humane Society
3737 CR272
Leander, Texas 78641

.. or at any other address that may be given by any party to the other party by notice in writing.

K. The Humane Society, in fumishing services to the County, is providing services as an
independent contractor. The Humane Society is not to be construed as an employee, agent or acting
as the agent of County in any respect, regardless of any other provisions herein to the contrary.

L. Notwithstanding any provision contained in this Agreement to the contrary, in the event no
funds, or insufficient funds, are appropriated and budgeted by the County or are otherwise
unavailable in any fiscal period for payments due under this Agreement, the County will notify the
Humane Society as soon as practicable of such occurrence and this Agreement shall terminate on
the last day of the fiscal period for which appropriations have been received or made, without penalty
to the County.
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Signed, accepted, and agreed to this 3-- day ofctOlJer , 2000, by the
undersigned parties, who execute this legal document within the authorities granted to them by
respective entities,

WILLIAMSON COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY,INC.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS

By: By:~~~~~~~...L!:..;..~~ __
M~""""'ah'"'lo-n-A""m-elt:":".-:P::-re-s'"'id-:-e-n-:-t------- John

i

3·-vO

ATTESt: ATTEST:

.'

By:
Do=--u-g"":eomwe:----::-11,"":Se:--cre--:"'"ta-ry------
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AGENDA ITEM 19

Discuss and take appropriate action on contract with Northridge Acres.

Commissioner Heiligenstein advised that Northridge Acres has gone into receivership. We really do not have
another party to contract with for the purposes of the step grant and he sees no future for the grant. He suggested
the county turn the engineering plans for the sewer system over to the City of Austin at some point. The city can
then complete the sewer project as the neighborhood is annexed.

Moved: Commissioner Heiligenstein
Seconded: Judge Doerfler
Motion: To notify the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs we do not wish to offer an
extension of the contract for the step grant for Northridge Acres.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

<Clerk copy here >

Ms. Sandy Mauro
Texas Department of Housing & Community Affairs
PO Box 13941
Austin, TX 78711

WILLIAMSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
710 MAIN. SeCOND FlOOR

GEORGElOWN, TEXAS 78626
PHONE (512) 943-1550

FAX (512) 943-1662

Jobu €. Jherfler
6antp J'allllf

liIlilliamlOu €ouutp

September 28, 2000

RE: Northridge Acres STEP Grant

DeaCMs. Mauro:

This letter is to inform you that Williamson County does not wish to extend the contract
for the STEP Grant for Northridge Acres. We would also ask for a waiver releasing us
from any liability to pay back the money already spent on the project. Over the last
couple of years Williamson County has tried to move the project forward but there has
been minimal support from only a few strong willed, selfless individuals who did
everything they could to motivate the entire community. Special thanks goes out to Patty
Ericcson, Mike Williams, and Fidel Acevedo for doing all they could to gain support.
We have sent newsletters in English and Spanish, held numerous community meetings,
and spent countless number of hours working on this project with members of the
Williamson County staff, TDHCA staff, Senator Wentworth and Representative Krusee's
staff, lNRCC staff, Governor Bush's staff, and even hired a mediator. Williamson
County has made a good faith effort with this project but several obstacles beyond our
control have contributed to the failure of a grant program that requires broad based
community support.

Thank you for your consideration with this matter. If you would like any supporting
documentation including newsletters, correspondence, etc. please contact Julie Wolff
with Commissioner Heiligenstein's office at 512-248-3238

Sincerely,

}lc~
John C. Doerfler
County Judge


