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MINUTES

WILLIAMSON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT MEETING

MAY 16,2000

STATE OF TEXAS )(
COUNTY OF WILLIAMSON )(

BE IT REMEMBERED that at 9:30 a.m. on this the 16th day of May, A.D., 2000, there was
begun and held a SPECIAL SESSION of the Commissioners Court of Williamson County,
Texas, the following members being present, to-wit:

JOHN C. DOERFLER, County Judge
MICHAEL L. HEILIGENSTEIN, Commissioner, Precinct I
GREGORY W. BOATRIGHT, Commissioner, Precinct 2
DAVID HAYS, Commissioner, Precinct 3
FRANKIE LIMMER, Commissioner, Precinct 4
EUGENE D. TAYLOR, County Attorney
NANCY E. RISTER, County Clerk
DAVID U. FLORES, County Auditor

AGENDA ITEM #1 Minutes Page 4

Hear any interested person and consider forming the next agenda or adding items to today's
Agenda.

Dr. Wade Burton addressed the court with a petition signed by various county residents
regarding the Williamson County Humane Society. He stressed concerns over noise, odor, waste
disposal, traffic, health issues, pollution to the surrounding areas, and diseased animals. Dr.
Burton and his wife Dr. Susan Hopper own and operate Georgetown Veterinary Hospital in
Georgetown and urged Williamson County to withdraw their financial support and association
with Williamson County Humane Society. He is concerned for the health, safety and welfare of
the animals being impounded by the county and transferred to the Williamson County Humane
Society due to various disease problems which he feels have become worse since the October,
1999, relocation to their new 27 acre facility on County Road 272 near Leander.

He also expressed concern for public safety due to rabies vaccination errors and record keeping
which he has seen. He is personally opposed to tax money paying for license fees which go to a
non-profit business turned into a "for-profit" enterprise which competes with local tax paying
businesses (specifically a spay/neuter clinic).

He felt the Williamson County Humane Society is using the non-profit status to prevent the
public from obtaining valid medical, health and safety information which the public has the right
to know. Dr. Burton supports the area residents who oppose a large essentially commercial
operation located on a county road. The facility is inadequate for the operation. He suggested
Williamson County build and operate its own impound facility and be responsible and
accountable to the tax payers with an operation much better than currently being accomplished.
He expressed his concern for the liability issue for the county.

Commissioner Heiligenstein asked the doctor to compose a report outlining the alarming
conditions and disease with specifics or recommend someone who would consent to do so.

~lerk copy here> ___



5

PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUES/ POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS

NAME

--- --- ------~-
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
I!Upport to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUES/ POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request.is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. IIEALm ISSUESI POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. IIEALm ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUES! POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIW ASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUES! POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUES/ POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIW ASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUESI POLLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS

NAME ADDRESS
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PETITION
We, the undersigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County Humane Society. Our request is
based on our concerns listed below.

I. NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC "
4. HEALTH ISSUESI POLLUTIQN TO SURROUNDING AREAS
5. HEALTH ISSUESIDISEAS~D ANIMALS

.. '".,

NAME . , ADDRESS
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Dr. Frank Stiles introduced himself as a veterinarian in Leander, Texas, echoed Dr. Burton's
comments and produced a petition signed by eight (8) veterinarians from Williamson, Travis and
Burnet counties. He discussed serious problems and the inconvenience of the location to the
eastern county residents. The facility operates as a private entity and does not share records nor
lock up controlled substances. Ketamine ("Special K) which is closely related to Angel Dust is

not kept in a locked cabinet while several children performing community service hours for drug
offenses are in the facility, related Dr. Stiles.

Commissioner Heiligenstein asked "What has changed since the Williamson County Humane
Society moved from Round Rock to the present location?"

Dr. Stiles answered, "Truthfully, when it was in Round Rock my clientele was not affected as
seriously as when it hit in our back yard". He suggested the local residents would support the
county building a facility and operating it correctly. "This is not working in the least - let's
change some things".

--- - ------ ---.- < Clerk copy here> --~

PETITION
We, the undenigned, request that Williamson County withdraw it's
support to the Williamson County HUDlane Society. Our request is
based on our eoneerns listed below.

L NOISE
2. ODORIWASTE DISPOSAL
3. TRAFFIC
4. HEALTH ISSUESI POlLUTION TO SURROUNDING AREAS
50 HEALTH ISSUESIDISEASED ANIMALS
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~se Number: COO-02-1399 by Officer 2555 (PENTECOST, BILL (1682) (ACO))
2/09/00 01:00pm 020R001C020R009C
~ THIS DATE I, DEPUTY BILL PENTECOST WAS REQUESTED TO CONTACT DR. M.A.
8UDDY) URBANCZYK DVM AT 259-4290. I CONTACTED BUDDY AND STOPPED BY TO TALK
) HIM. BUDDY STATED A CLIENTrHAD COME TO HIM WITH CONCERNS ABOUT THE HUMANE
)CIETY ADOPTING OUT ANIMALS THAT WERE POSITIVE FOR DISTEMPER. BUDDY FURTHER
TATED HIS CLINIC HAS TREATED AND PUT DOWN, EUTHANIZED, 2 DOGS RECENTLY. I
SKED BUDDY WHEN, OR HOW LONG AFTER, THE DOGS HAD BEEN ADOPTED HAD HE TREATED
HE DOGS. BUDDY STATED THE FULL COURSE OF THE DISEASE HAD BEEN ABOUT 2 WEEKS
EANING 2 WEEKS FROM ADOPTION TO DEATH. BUDDY FURTHER STATED DR. DAVID
URNETT, DVM HAS TREATED 11 DOGS FROM WILLIAMSON COUNTY FOR DISTEMPER. BUDDY
~S UNSURE HOW MANY OF TH& 13 MAY HAVE COME FROM THE HUMANE SOCIETY. I
TTEMPTED CONTACT WITH DR. BURNETT AT 331-6121 AND LEFT A MESSAGE. I WALKED
HROUGH THE HUMANE SOCIETY'S BARN, KENNEL, AND FOUND 3 SICK DOGS IN A STALL,
~CH DOG IN A SEPERATE CAGE. I AM UNSURE IF THE DOGS' HAVE DISTEMPER OR PARVO
HICH BUDDY ADVISED MAY BE A PROBLEM ALSO. I ALSO OBSERVED A ROOM, CLOSED BY
SHEET OF PLYWOOD, CONTAINING NUMEROUS SICK CATS AND ON THE DOOR ARE

'>TSTRUCTIONSFOR REMOVING DRIED MUCOUS FROM NOSES AND EYES. I ADVISED BUDDY
F' WHAT I FOUND AND BUDDY STATED THE CATS PROBABLY HAVE "UPPER RESPRITORY" AND
HOULD BE IN AN ENVIRONMENT WITH AN EXHAUST TO PREVENT THE AIRBORNE SPREAD OF
lSEASE. BUDDY STATED THE DISTEMPER VIRUS IS ALSO AIRBORN SPREAD AND THE SICK
)GS SHOULD BE IN A CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT PREVENTING AIRBORNE CONTAMINATION.
R. FRED HARTMAN WAS CONTACTED AND HE STATED THERE WAS NOTHING HIS AGENCY,
EXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, COULD DO. DR. HARTMAN FURTHER STATED THAT THE
)NDITIONS IN WHICH THE HUMANE SOCIETY KEEPS THEIR ANIMALS IT'S "NO WONDER
HEY HAVE A DISEASE PROBLEM." DR. HARTMAN FURTHER STATED THERE MAY BE A
lABILITY ISSUE FOR THIS AGENCY, WILLIAMSON COUNTY SHERIFF DEPT., KNOWINGLY
~KING ANIMALS THAT MAY BE RECLAIMED, BY OWNERS, INTO AN INFECTIOUS
~IRONMENT. I ASKED DR. HARTMAN IF THE HUMANE SOCIETY HAD FILED THEIR
'>TSPECTIONREPORT CLEARING THEM FOR BUSINESS. BY LAW THE HUMANE SOCIETY MUST
E INSPECTED BY A LICENSED VETERINARIAN AND A REPORT FILED WITH THE TEXAS
EPARTMENT OF HEALTH. DR. HARTMAN STATED HE HAS DROPPED OFF THE INSPECTION
)RMS AND TO DATE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN RETURNED. I RETURNED TO SPEAK WITH BUDDY
ND ASKED FOR HIS RECOMMENDATIONS. BUDDY STATED IN HIS OPINION ALL ANIMALS IN
HE BARN AREA EXCEPT THE PIGS SHOULD BE·EUTHANIZED AND THE BARN STERILIZED
EFORE LETTING ANY ANIMALS BACK INTO THE BARN. ANOTHER SUGGESTION FROM BUDDY
S THE HUMANE SOCIETY SHUTTING DOWN FOR A PERIOD OF TIME UNTIL THE DISEASE
UNS IT'S COURSE AND THE BARN CAN BE STERILIZED.
)TE: 2 OF BUDDYS CLIENTS ASKED HIM TO CALL ME WITH THIS INFORMATION. ONE
~TS TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS AND THE OTHER IS IN OREGON TENDING TO A DEATH IN THE
~ILY.
LSO ON THIS DATE I NOTICED SEVERAL PILES OF FECES IN THE HOLDING CAGES AND AS
F' 2/10/00 @ 10:00 HRS THE CAGES ARE STILL DIRTY. THESE CAGES ARE THE SAME
~GES MOST IMPOUNDED ANIMALS ARE PUT IN AND IT IS VERY UNSAFE TO PUT IMPOUNDED
'HMALS THAT MAY BE RECLAIMED INTO UNSANITARY CAGES.
ENTECOST,B
P
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Williamson County District Judge Burt Carnes submitted a letter supporting the issuance of
$60M Certificates of Obligation for expansion of the jail, annex and juvenile detention facility
which was signed by all District Judges, County Court-at-Law judges, District Attorney and
County Attorney.

AGENDA ITEM 2.

Read and approve the minutes of the last meeting.

Moved: Commissioner Limmer
Seconded: Commissioner Boatright
Motion: To approve the minutes of the meeting of May 9, 2000.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

AGENDA ITEM 3

Hear County Auditor concerning invoices and bills submitted for payment and take appropriate
action including, but not limited to approval for payment provided said items are found by the
County Auditor to be legal obligations of the county.

Moved: Commissioner Hays
Seconded: Commissioner Boatright
Motion: To authorize payment of $1 ,404,705.94 in computer print-out from the proper line
items, if found by the County Auditor to be legal expenses as appropriated in the 1999/2000
county budget.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

< Clerk copy here>


