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AGENDA ITEM # 20

Consider approving appointment of Williamson County Criminal Magistrates.
Magistrate positions were created by 'Commissioners Court on October 5, 1999,
Agenda Item #18 at current salaries and recorded in Volume 107 Page 361,
Minutes pages 149, 150 and 151.

< Clerk copy here > -----~-----~~

AQBRDA +'rW • 18 OCTO' 5« 1999

Discuss and take appropriate action on creation of magistrate positions.
County Attorney Gene Taylor discussed magistrate positions continuing with
same policy - part-time, hourly p~id, non-lawyers.
Creation of each magistrate position is within the discretion of the
Williamson County Commissioners Court. Once the CommJ.ssionersCourt sets the
Magistrates' qualifications and salary, the district and statutory county
court judges fill the position/s by majority vote. Magistrates should
supervise their own staff and maintain their own independent docket. The
Magistrates may be removed by majority vote at any time.
Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Hays
Motion: To create magistrate positions at current salaries and recommend to
the statutory county court-at-law and district judges that the currently
serving magistrates remain in those positions.
Vote: Motion carried 4 - 0 with Commissioner Heiligenstein absent from the
dais.

< Clerk copy here >
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Metro TelephoJle: (512)9&3-1111
Taylor: 352--3661 FAX:9&3-1120.

October 5, 1999

Jail Magistrates
The Williamson County Magistrate Act became effective last spring, but we have

continued to function under an interlocal agreement using Bartlett Municipal Judges as
the jaU magistrates. With the beginning of the new fiscal year, the Commissioners
Court may wish to use the authority granted by the Legislature to create one or more
Williamson County Magistrate positions and end the contract with Bartlett.

Creation of each magistrate position is within the discretion of the Williamson
County Commissioners Court. The Court determines how many magistrates should be
appointed. For each position, the Court decides whether it is to be full-time or part-
time, and what the qualifications should be. For example, the Court may proVide that a
Magistrate needs to be an attorney or otherwise meet the requirements for judge of a
statutory county court. As with any other county officer, the Court sets the Magistrates'
compensation. Once the Court creates a position, the district and statutory county court
judges fill the position by majority vote. The Magistrate may be removed by majority
vote at any time. Durirtg their appointment, Williamson County Magistrates are to
serve as neutral and impartial judicial officers with many of the same duties and
responsibilities as other members of the judiciary. They should supervise their own
staff and maintain their own independent docket.

The Williamson County Magistrates will perform a variety of functions.
Primarily, they provide judicial admonishments and set bail for persons incarcerated in
the county jall. They are required to do this within 24 hoUl'Safter the prisoner enters the
facility. An important adjunct to this power is the ability to issue 3O-day Emergency
Orders for the protection of alleged victims of domestic violence. Inaddition, the new
Williamson County Magistrates have all other powers of a magistrate under Texas law,
such as the power to issue arrest and search warrants, and to order the emergency
detention of mentally illpersons. They may be asked to hear certain mental, chemical
dependency, and juvenile proceedings for the courts sitting in the county.
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A new power under the Act is that the Magistrates, with the consent of the J.P. for
the precinct where a nonjailable misdemeanor offense occurs, may now take pleas of
guilty or no contest and impose fines and sanctions. The existing municipal judges
must release these persons with a promise to appear in front of the J.P. (a promise that
is often broken). In addition, a Magistrate who meets the requirements for statutory
county court judges may be appointed by one of the County Court at Law judges to
hear routine matters pending in that court. A qualified Magistrate could also serve as a
Master to hear certain aspects of civil and family cases pending before either the district
or county courts. The elected judges could use the Magistrates in a variety of other
creative ways, limited mostly by imagination.

Ihope this answers your questions. If not, please contact me immediately.
Sincerely,

DaleA.Rye,
Of Counsel to
The County Attorney
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AGENDA ITEM * 2J.
Consider authorizing advertising and setting date for public hearing on 4-
way stop sign at Clear Spring Road and Pecan Lane in Oak Crest Subdivision.

Moved: Commissioner Hays
Seconded: Judge Doerfler
Motion: To approve public hearing on 4-way stop sign at Clear Spring Road
and Pecan Lane in Oak Crest Subdivision on January 4, 2000 at 10:00 a.m.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

AGENDA ITEM * 22 *
Consider approving contract (s) for pavement management system for Unified
Road System.
Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Boatright
Motion: To approve accepting contract from HDR Professional Engineering Inc
for pavement management system for Unified Road System in the amount of
$149,066.00
Vote: Motion carried 4 - 0 with Commissioner Hays absent from the dais.

_______ ---=,,~C=_~l:._.e...rc::k:._:copyher_e_> _

SoopeofWork
Optional Talk IV • Williamson County

Pavement Management System

The Pavement Management System (PMS) will be developed in a five (5) step process:
./ The Pavement Network: Inventory (PNI),
./ Development of Evaluation Criteria,
./ Survey of Pavement Conditions (SPC) •
./ Pavement Condition Index (Pel), and
./ Database Programming.

·f.' 'Tl'iifP~rNetWotk Inventory <PND. A general network: inventory was prepared
as part of the Williamson COlUlty Multl-eorridor Transportation Plan. This step will
list roadways by name with their correspondina lenath and WIdth. To better manage
the roadway network inventory, roadway segments will be dcsignltcd which
correspond to intersections and/or changes in pavement types. Other items to be
included in the PNI will be:

• Functional cllSSification
• section lenath
• Subgrade type
• Surface type
• Surface width
• Shoulder type
• Drainage type
• Average Daily Trat1'ic (ADT) projections

Upon completion of the PNI. the county engineering office will review and modify. if
necessary, this inventory for CUlTCD.taccuracy prior to placement in the PMS database.

2. :Deve\ojmlent of the Evaluation Criteria. Prior to conducting the SPC, general
evaluation criteria will be developed with input from the county staff. The criteria
developed will evaluate the current roadway for distress and condition. These
evaluation cnteria will focus on the following conditions and constraints·

• Pavement condition
• Drainaae condition
• GeometricJRigbt-of-Way Constraints 79


