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AGENDA ITEM # 5 February 10, 1998 *
Consider approving new County Extension Agent.

Moved: Judge Doerfler
Seconded: Commissioner Hays
Motion: To approve Rita Jo Baxter as the new County Extension Agent.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

< Clerk copy here >

80



.r-~~--------:-------~------------

Rita Jo Baxter

Rt..l Box 126"zen., Tea ... 7S1&«
R~ (903) 3'6-2335
.o~k('03) 654-3075

Education
southeaster~ State University, Durant, OK

B. S. in Home Economics., May 1971
East Texas State University, Commerce, TX

Master of Science in Home Economics, May 1976

Work Experience
County Exten8ion Jlgent. - FIUIli1y " Cons..-r ··Scien.,.sJlgent.: Co~sicana, '1'X

Adjunct. p=fe.so~ fo~ Tex&a AUf Uni_~.ity, Texas Agrieu1t.ura1 Exten.ion
se:t:Vice

QCt.ober 1"2 - current.. County Extension Agent. - Fami1y " Con_~
Science Pr"9t- Leade~, o:r~aine~Agent ancl ....... :t:Vi.or of Bette~ LiviDg' fo~
Texan. Progrul Assistant.. Major responsibilities: All adult family &
consumer science (home economdcs) program areas: Nutrition, Diet
and Health, Family Resource Management, Parenting, Caregiving, Family Life
Education, Clothing and Textiles and Housing.
Serve as advisor to the Navarro County Family, Community & Education
Council and FCE Clubs.
Write a weekly newS column for the Corsicana Daily Sun & 7 additional
newspapers, write and/or collaborate with reporters in preparing feature
articles, present educational radio and TV programs on local cable and
college TV (NCTV) as requested.
Trained and supervised family & consumer science agent in Assistant Family
& Consumer Science position (1993-95).

1'eb.ZU&J:Y 1996 - current.. Be~ a. emp1~r ancl t.~ainiDg'.upe:t:Vi.o~fo~
the Bet.te~ LiviDg' fo~ Tea .... p~og>:_ a.si.tant.. 'thi. is a joint. effo:rt.
be~n nu.. ancl Havar:roCounty FIUIli1y " Co~~ Science agenta -
P=gr_ LeadeJ:.. Faci1i tate ancl lD&II&ge $50,000 functi,nCJ fo~ thi. ~ant.
prog>:_.

voIMif&&k JAR'AGP'MP1T:

Serve as advisor to Navarro County's Extension (PAC's) Family & Consumer
Science Comadttee and Extension's Navarro County Comadttee on Aging to
plan, implement and evaluate educational programs, address identified
issues and concerns. Train and supervise volunteers for ongoing PAC
comadttees.
*Establish special task forces as needed to address emerging
issues/specific health or family issues (i.e.) Diabetes, Arthritis,
Alzheimer's, Cancer, Teen Pregnancy and Heart Disease. Provide leadership
in collaboration with other agencies and organizations to reach
educational goals set by Extension.
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"Established the Navarro Heritage Crafts (not-for-profit) retail store for
Navarro County elderly artisans through a collaborative effort involving
the Area-Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Merchants Association & MainStreet
Project. Secured funding to assist in paying rent & utilities.
"Collaborated with friends for Life in establishing a countywide
Interagency Council, 1993.
"Formed a "Partners in Parenting Coalition", 1994
"Formed a "Navarro County Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Coalition", 1995
As of January 1996, secured $4,500.00 to purchase 16 "Baby Think It
Over Dolls" an educational tool utilized by teachers in a classroom
setting.
*Trained 9 Master Parent Volunteers (Navarro County) to assist with the
Teenage Pregnancy Impac
*Write proposals to support local Family & Consumer Science educational
programs: Receive a $3500.00 grant yearly since 1992.

l'ebraazy 1977 - Sep1:eollbeJ: 1992. County Extension 1IIJeIlt- R......Bconcalics,
Non-program leader position. Ma;cr Home Economics responsibilities:
Clothing, Housing, Navarro County Co~ttee on Aging, Advisor and assisted
with the Family Living Committee until 1988. At this time, home economics
task forces were formed to address specific critical issues. Assumed
responsibility in developing a Consumer Home Economics Task Force to
address clothing & housing concerns~
Developed a viable home economics program in addressing concerns in the
areas of housing & clothing. Trained & assisted master clothing & housing
volunteers in presenting educational programs in these areas.
"Developed the Committee on Aging into a more well rounded program to
address critical issues facing Navarro County elderly and family
caregivers.
"Trained minority peer educators to present educational programs to
elderly on nutrition/health concerns.
Provided leadership to the Navarro County Family, Community & Education
Council by conducting two leader trainings and presenting one educational
program to all Family, Community & Education ClUbs until our 4-H position
was cut in 1983. Then, I was responsible for one leader training and I
would present a program to any of the' Family, Community & Education ClUbs
if requested.
In the t-s PZ09%--, my major responsibilities included: Clothing,
Ho\'\sing,ChildDevelopm"nt, Advisor to the Adult Leaders Association, 4-H
Concession Stand (a one-week activity conducted during our Youth Fair),
assist with 4-H curriculum enrichment, conducting 4-H leader trainings,
maintaining & organizing 4-H clUbs & provide leadership to the 4-H & Youth
Development Committee when there was a vacancy in the 4-H agent's
position.
Assumed responsibility of the 4-H& Youth Development Committee in
November 1991. Wrote a grant proposal and received monetary support for
specific 4-H curriculum enrichment: It's Up To Me. ($500.00 from the
Navarro County Drug & Alcohol Abuse Committee).
Received a grant of $548 to purchase CEmaterials (Plant Pals & It's Up To
Me) to place in every 1st grade class in Navarro County. Wrote an
additional proposal to the DA's Office for educational resource
materials, sharing with the county staff. I received over $10,000.00 for
audio-visual equipment, downing display, sewing machines & serger &
curriculum to use as a total staff in addressing our prevention
educational 4-H program.
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Received a grant of $500 frOlllthe KMart's Good News Collllldtteein 1991 &
1992 to purchase supplies for minority & limited resource youth
participating in summer 4-H special programs conducted by agent in their
respective neighborhoods: ~K Center, Corsicana; Samaria; & Pelham. 200
youth reached each sUllllller.

FOBMERRESPONSIBILITIES:
Home Economics Teacher, Head of Department, Leonard ISO, Leonard, Texas
July 1971 - July 1977
Supervised one additional home economics teacher
Taught Vocational Home Economics classes (9-12 grade)

ACTIVl:TIBS

Navarro Count;y1Iecl eress BOaz<l. 1190 - 1993

Na'VU'rocollege AdaJ.tLiteracyBoaxd, 1987 - curzent

Siagl. Pazents at Navarro (SPAN).-Navarro College
Director - 1994 - CUJ:J:eDt
Advisory Boaxd If t ar, 1993·- --aI1J:J:eJlt

. ..
_ri ..... BeaJ:t Association Boaxd. 1993 - CUJ:zent

Bclucatiori PJ:ogJ:__ Chair. 1994 - CNJ:>:eI1t

Navarro Count;yDJ:U9Ii Alcohol Abas. COIIIIIit_. 1991 - 1993

NaVllJ:J:OCount;yYOIlthBxpoaition, 1977 - cw:J:eDt
PJ:OVideclthe leade.,ship aDd impl_tecl the followiag
contesta: secure _1__ .,s annually for all ueas.
Chair - Cr.rta Project Show, 1977-1992
Chair - Con...-r Decision HakiagConte.t, 1993-cur.,...t

Corsicana-Ana Cbs t .:r:. o~ em-roe
Boaxd of Directo.,s, 1992 - 1997

lIeWl ~ade .COIIIIIittee,1990 - 1991
Assi.ted in OJ:9anizatioD of non-profit, retail shop for
elclarly

Bclucation COIIIIIittee, 1992
. Developed. Ii ... isted in pres ... tiag adDcational parenting

proqraaa for ..at-"isk identified schools, 1992
Developed. lii!ll>l_ted a "Partners in paftIltiDlJ Coalition"
aDd .._ PJ:e9DaIlcyPJ:eV*1ltiOllTask ~J:Ce" in 1994

Navarro ~t;y C iDit:y COIlDcil
Collaborated in the oJ:9ani..ation of this interagency COUDcil. 1993-
CNJ:J:SDt

Na'VU'roBe.,itags C.,.rts BOaz<l
Director, 1990 - 1.994

Na'VU'zoCollege - SPAll(Biagle pazenu at Navar:to) ~ani ..ation
Chai_, 1994 - caJ:J:eIlt

_ri ..... Associai:ion of I'.mily Ii COn_.,Sci_
Certified I'~ly Ii C.....,...., Science (B.- BconlDisi:) - 1990 -
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current
State Ibc_i._ ChaJ.z- 1997-911

.aUcmal Aa."""aUon 1bc_i.onFaid.ly 5 eon._r Sci._ ...
....U".., bar, February 1977 - CUJ:rent

_. IbcteDai.onAa."""aUon Faid.ly 5 eon._r Sci._ce
State _ Awarda~l~t Chur, 1911-92
State PabUo .Ra1aU-a ChaJ.r, 1990-11
Db.oWr 'l'&AJ'CS,Dbtdot.4, 19.90-92
State Arr~ta c~ttee, 1995
.elo_ ._ NBArCS11 .ocr. c~ttee, 1995

_aU_al Aa."""aUon BxteDaJ.on4-8 l\qeD,u ..

Texas Aa.oci.aUon BxteDai._ 4-8 l\qeD,t.
Di..tri.ct 8, ~~, 1993 -CUJ:~t

Di.atri.ct 4-B
seJ:lNC1.. ..-1.tt:ee cbai.r. f~ the followi.ng Di..tri.ot conte.u:
4-B Fa.ldoll Show,Di..tri.ot 4, -'1988, 1989, 1990, 1992
C-BBDaDdup, Di..tri.ct C, 1988, 1991
C-BLe..... r.ldp Labi Di..triot C, 1987
C-BLeaden IIIxtiavagan_5 Leader Trai.Di.llg,Di.at. C, 1990
C-BCOIl_r Dec:l.ai.onJuc:kp.1l9(co-cbai.r), Dbt. 8, 1994, 1995
C-BCo_ Deci..i.OIlJuc:kp.llg,Di..tri.ct 8, 1996

BONORS AND AWARDS

T&XlUl AGIll:CUL~ U'1'DISIOB SDVIc&
.aUollal Aaaooi.aU_ of Faid.ly 5 <:o... _r Sci._ Di..Unguj..hed
servi.ce Award, 1993
Dbtdct Bp.UOIl Si.gmaPhi Dbt:i.llgui..hed servi.... Award, 1911
State Bp.U- Ugma Phi Dbti.DlJ'1.i.hed servi.ll8 Award, 1987
Di..tri.ot Bp.iloll Si.gmaPhi Meri.todou. Servi.ce Award, 1996
State lhzpedor servi._ Award, 1998
.avarro COUIlty4-iI Al~ Award, 1985

Who'. Whoof _ri.can 'If..... , 1989/90

OUtstanding Teacher of the Year, 1975
Corsicana-Area Chamber of Commerce

Partner in Education, 1993-current

Navarro COl1eae
Partner in Change Recipient. 1995

An\erip>nHurt Association
Partner in Education. 1995
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AGENDA ITEM # 6 February 10, 1998 *
Consider granting final approval to HEB/620 Subdivision No. 2 (a replatl .

County Engineer Joe England informed the court the plat has been approved by
the City of Round Rock.

Moved: Commissioner Hays
Seconded: Judge Doerfler
Motion: To grant final approval to Replat of HEB/620 Subdivision No.2.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0
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