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AGENDA ITEM # 14 October 28. 1997 *
Consider approving regulatory signage associated with Great Oaks Elementary
School.-Moved: Commissioner Hays
Seconded: Judge Doerfler
Motion: To approve regulatory signage associated with Great Oaks Elementary
School with school district to install flashing lights and the two school
principals from Great Oaks Elementary and Brushy Creek to determine the time
associated with school zones.
Vote: Motion carried 5 - 0

< Clerk copy here >

Fisher Hagood, Inc.
Larry J. Fisher, P.E.

Terry R. Hagood, P.E.
September 23, 1997

MR. JOE ENGLAND, P.E.
WILLIAMSON COUNTY ENGINEER
1900 GEORGETOWN INNER LOOP, STE. B
GEORGETOWN, TX 78626

RE: School Zone Signage
Great Oaks Elementary
FID Job No. 95097-co

Dear Mr. England

I would like to thank you for stopping by my office last week to personally review with me the Great Oaks
Elementary school zone signage submittal. Ihave made the modifications we discussed and have attached an updated
signage plan and school route map for your approval. In addition, I have sent a copy to Ms. Lisa Macquay of
Brushy Creek MUD for her review as needed.

As part of the approval of this signage plan, I understand that Commissioner's Court action is required for the
regulatory signage which includes stop signs and speed limits. Please confirm with my office the date, time and
place, for the public hearing for this action.

As indicated on the school route plan, the boundary between Great Oaks Elementary and Brushy Creek Elementary
is O'Connor Drive. Currently, a 20 mph school speed zone exists at the intersection of O'Connor and Pocono Drive.
Since this intersection is now at the boundary between the schools and no pedestrian traffic relating to the schools
should be crossing O'Connor, Ibelieve this school speed zone should be eliminated and normal speeds re-established.

Should you have any questions please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely

FISHER HAGOOD, INC.

~{tQ~
TRHIth

attacbments

cc: Mr. Tom Phillips
Mr. Keith Hickman 336
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baclrcround. It should be set In from the edge. When the border is !
Ilgbter. It should extend to the edge of the plate.

78-6 Illumination and Refledorlzatlon

OrdInarIly the lIIgna used tor school area trame eontrol shaI1 be reflee-
torIsed or illuminated when regularly eeheduled elusea begin or end
during hours of darkne... and should be refleetorlzed or illuminated
when there Is a eonalderable use of school bui1dlnga by ehildren during
hours of darkneu.

78-6 Position ·of Siena

SIena should be plaeed In poaItIona where they will eonvey their mea-
, aagee moat effeetlvely without restrletlng lateral clearanee or sight dis- ,-
, taneea. Piaeement therefore should be aeeomodated to highway design,
alignment and roadside development. Signa should have a maximum
praetleallateral e1earanee from the ·edge of the traveled way for safety
of vehleles that may leave the roadway and strike the sign supports.
Normally aigna should not be eloser than 6 feet from the edge of a paved
shoulder, or Itnone, 12 feet from the edge of the traveled way.

In urban areas, It the lateral e1earaneea Indieated In the preeeding
paragraph are not praetieable, a leaser clearanee may be used (not less
than 2 feet from the faee of a eurb). In urban areas, where sidewalk
width is limited or existing poles are eloae to the eurb, a dearanee of 1
foot from the eurb faee is permissible.

Portable eehools signs shall not be plaeed within the roadway at any
time.

78-7 Belcht of Signa

Signa ereeted at the side of the road in rural distriets shall be
mounted at a height of at least 6 feet, measured from the bottom of the
sign to the level of the roadway edge. In buaineaa, eommereial and
realdentla1 distrleta where parking or pedestrian movement is likely to
oeeur or where there are other obstruetions to view, the elearanee to the
bottom of the sign shall be at least 7 feet.

78-8 Ereetlon of Signa

Normally signa should be mounted approximately at right angles to
the direetion of, and fselng, the traffle that they are Intended to seM/e.

78-9 Sehool Advanee SI,.. (SI-1)

The Sehool Advanee sign is Intended for use In advanee of loeations
where aehOoI buildings or grounds are adjaeent to the highway. It may
aIao be used In advanee of established aehool eroaalngs not acijaeent to a

71-2

•
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(GEl) ALL WAY
11-4

'''x'-
•

28-4 Stop s....(Ill-I)
STOP aIgne are Intended tor Ull8 where trame Ia required to stop.
The STOP lip shall be an octagon with white ........... ~d border on (-

s red baekground. The standlird aize shall be 30 x 30 lnehea. Where
greater ·emphula or vIalbillty Ia required, a larger aize Ia recommended.
On low-volume 10eaI streete and aeeondary roads with low approach
speed., a 24 x 24 Inch size may be Ull8d.

At a multlway stop Interaeetion (see. 2B-6), a supplementary plate
(RI-3) should be mounted Just below """h STOP sign. It the number of
approach lege to the interaeetion Is three or more, the numeral on the
supplementary plate shall earrespond to the actua1 number at lege, or
the legend ALL-WAY (RI-4) may be Ull8d.The supplementary plate
shall have white lettera on a red baekground and shall have a standard
size of 12 x 6 inches (RI-3) or 18 x 6 inches (RI-4).

A STOP sign beacon or beacons may be Ull8din co!\iunction with s
STOP sign as described in .sectlon 4E-4.

Secondary messages shall not be Ull8don STOP sign faces.

I,
1,

I

2B-5 Warrant. tor Stop Slen

Because the STOP sign causes a sUbstantla1inconvenience to motor-
lata, it should be Ull8donly where warranted. A STOP sign may be
warranted at an interaeetion where one or more at the fonowing condi-
tions exist:

I. lnteraeetion at a less important road with a main.,oad where
appHcation of the normal righ~t-way rule Ia unduly hazardous.

2. Street entering a through highway or street.
3. Unsignallsed interaection in a signalized area.
4. Other interaeetions where a combination at high speed, restricted. ""W, and serious aeeident record indlc:ates a need tor control by the

STOP Bien-
Prior to the ~OD of these warrants, consideration should be given

to less restrictive measures, such as the YffiLD sip (28-7) when: a full
stop is Dot_.Iry It all timeS. Periodic reviews of exIstIna Insta11ations

TX 28·2 (Rev. No.5)
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lenses of the Speed Umit Sign Beilcon may be positioned within the face of
the School Speed Limit sign.

lIeciIuse of special features, it may not always be practical to make
variable display signs conform in all respects to the accepted ~tandards.
However, during the periods the school ~peed limit is in force, their buic
shape, message, legend layout, and colors mould conform to the ~tandard
for the fixed message sign, except that if the sign is internally illuminated,
it may have a white legend on a bbick background .

SPEED
LIMIT

20
WHEN

FLASHING

• 10121
SPEED
ZONE

AHEAD

SPEED
LIMIT

20
Sign Assembly

ENDSCHOOL
ZONE

Variable display sigm with !Whing beacon~ ~hould be u~ for the more
critical situations, where greater emphui~ of the ~pecial school ~peed limit
is needed.

TX

•
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message or on a aeparate plate (R2-2). When uaed independently, the
Truck Speed algn should carry a 1ef._ to SPEED or MPR.

Minimum apeeds sball be dlsplayed only In combination. with the
posted speed limit (sec.2B-12).

Ad~ Speed algns are tl'eated unda' section 2G-36.
School Speed Umit slgll8 are discussed In section 78-1 2.
The standard Speed IJmlt. sign abaIl be 24 x 30 inches. On ex·

pressways the algn should be at Jaast S6 x 48 inches, with 48 x 60 in-
ches presc:ribed for use on freeways. .

2B-11 'NJ.tht Speed SIp (R2.3) -

Wba'e different speed limite are prescribed for day and night, both
the limite abaIl be posted. This may be done In ei,ther of two ways:. .. .

1. Imme«ljate!y below the standard Speed IJmlt sign (R2.l) or com.
bined with it, a Night Speed algn (R2-31 CUTYing the legend NIGHT 46
(or other' suitable numerical limitl may be erected. In this case the
numerals In the Night Speed sign and only the words SPEED LIMIT
In the standard sign, should be ref1ectorized. As a special' but logical
exception to the general color scheme. the Night Speed sign should
have ita legend In white upon a black hackground.

2. A changeable messege algn may be used, 80 thet only the ap-
propriate regulation is visible at a given time. The sign may have inter-
changeable panels, or reflectorization of the nighttime speed euperimpos-
ed over the unref1ectorized numerals of the 'daytime speed, to permit
only the nighttime speed to become legible in the beam of motor-vehicle
hea'!lsmpa at night.-- -,.

~ SPEED
~ LIMIT

/50
\.... .Ole ~ _-

"• TRUCKS
~ 40•

12_1
12-2 12-324"UO' • 24" x 24" 24" x 24"

2B-12 MlDlmnm Speed SIp (R2-4)

Where an engineering and traffic Investigation shows thet slow
apeeds on a highway consistently impede the normal and reasonable
mOvement of traffic, signa may be uaed to post a minimum 1egaI speed.
Driving slower than the minimum limit is illegal except when necessary
for safe OP8lation or In compliance with the law. The minimum speed
sball be displayed only In combination with the posted speed limit, and

TX 2B-7
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pallllllll88ftJ, Is DOt visible for a distance of 600 feet in advaDCe. It sbaI1 !
haw • mfnfmnm 80" x 80" size. .
. It fa DOt fntAinded that· tbeee aigDs be need everywhere a school bus

stops to pIclr: up orclfacharge passeugws but for use only where ten'lIin
IIDl1roadway features limit tbs approach sight d1staDce IIDl1where there
fa DO oppoI twUty to relocate the stop to snother location with adequate
vIaIblIIty.

7B-I2 8ehool Speed IJmIt SIps (8+1, S4-2, ~, !U-Cl
The Sc:hoclI Speed IJmIt sIgD sbaB be need to lndlcate tbs speed limit

where a redaceci speed zoae for a school erea bas been established (in
aceanIIUIce. with law,' afttlr sn engillllfll'iDg IIDl1 traffic invesUgatiOll/ or
when a speed limit Is specified for IlIlCh lI1'8IIlI by statute. The sIgD sbaI1
be either a fixed msusge sign assembly or a variable display type sign.

The fixed JII8IIII&ll8 sIgD assembly sbaB COIIlIist of a top panel (84-3),
24" x 8" (tbs legend SCHOOL in black on a yellow background), a
Speed Limit sign (R2-ll, 24" x 30", snd a bottom panel (84-1) in-
dicating tIie specific periods of the day and/or days of the week, when
the special school speed limit applies. The bottom pane1sbaB be 24" x
10". (or 1arger if needed) IIDl1 sbaB bave' a black legend on a wbite
background. Alternate legends such as WHEN CHILDREN ARE PRE-
SENT (84-2) may be used if permitted by law. Tbe numerical speed
limit diaplayed on the sIgD sbaI1 be the limit eetabliebed by law.

WHEN
CHllOREN

ARE PRESENT

S4-t
24" x IOU

WHEN
FLASHINGISCHOOL I

Variable display aigDs may be need to indicate the special school speed
limit. These aigDs may use blank-out III8ll88ll"8 or other methods to diaplay
the school speed limit only during the periods it appHee. A Speed Limit Sign
Beacon (sec. 70-24) may also be used, with a WHEN FLASHING aign
(84-4). to Identify tbs periods the school speed limit is· in force. The

TX
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.school ground. The School Advance sign sha11 be used In advance of any
Insta1\stlon of the 82-1 School Crossing slgn.

Where ~ the sIgn.genera11y shall be erected not less than 160 feet
nor m.ore than 700 feet In advance of the school grounds or school .
erossIng. The sign sha11 have a minimum height and width of 86 Inches
In rura\ areas, and 80 Inches in urban areas.

I
i
J

I

7B-10 School Croaln~ S.... (82-1)

The 8ebool CroasIng sign Is Intended for use at estabUshed erossings
including signalized locations used by pupils going to and from school,
e'lcept that at crossing. controlled by stop signs, the sign should be
omitted. Only crossings acijacent to schools and those on estabUshed
school pedestrian route. shsll be signed. When used, the sign shall be
erecW at the crosswalk, or at the minimum distance po88ible in ad-
vance of the crosswalk. Th_ign shall have a minimum height and width
of 86 inches in rura\ areas, and 30 inches In urban areas.

A School Advance sign (...... 7B-9) ""'all be.used in advance of every
School Crossing sign.

5,..1
30" • 30"

7B-11 School Bus ,SteIP ~head Sign (83-1)

The School Bu'S Stop Ahead sign Is Intended for use in advance of
locations where a school bus, when stop~ to pick up or discharge

•

78-3
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AGENDA ITEM # 15 October 28. 1997 *
Consider approving agreement with TxDot pertaining to R.M. 1431.

Moved: Commissioner Mehevec
Seconded: Commissioner Boatright
Motion: To approve agreement with TxDot pertaining to R.M. 1431.
Vote: Motion carried 4 - 0 with Commissioner Heiligenstein absent from the
dais."--- -----

I Texas Department of Transportation

If additional information is needed concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Steve
Bohuslav at (512)832-7242 or the undersigned at (512)832-7237.

~J~v~.
345

P.O. DRAWER 15426. AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761·5426. (512) 832-7000

October 9, 1997

Agreement to Contribute Funds

Account No. 8014-2-1
CSJ 137801020
Travis and Williamson Counties
R.M. 1431: From 3.8 km (2.3 Miles) West of U.S. 183

To 2.5 km (1.5 Miles) West of U.S. 183

Hon. John Doerfler
County Judge, Williamson County
Williamson County Courthouse
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Dear Judge Doerfler:

We would like to address the use of the alternate acquisition procedure as it relates to the above project. The
County would be required to contribute 10% of the estimated cost for right of way acquisition and utility
relocation(s) as needed. The initial contribution is based upon a current estimate for the necessary right of
way and utility relocation(s).

If, as the project progresses, it is found that the amount contributed is insufficient to cover the County's
obligation, then upon request, the County will supplement this amount in such an amount as requested by the
State. Upon completion of the project, and in the event the amount paid is more than the County's percentage
cost of the right of way and utility relocation(s), then any excess amount will be returned. It has been
determined that Williamson County's 10% share of the estimated cost of the project is $5,300.00.

Attached are the original and three copies of the Agreement to Contribute Funds (County Form) for your
execution at one of the next County Commissioners Meetings. It will be necessary for the County to return a
certified copy of the Minutes of the Commissioners' Hearing or Resolution accepting the Agreement by the
Commissioners Court., three copies of the executed Agreement, and a check in the amount of $5,300.00 to
cover the County's 10% share of this project to this officc for further handling.

&
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Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer


